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VI LIFE OF 

real life, sncb as it appears among the rustics in parts 
of England reniot*'! from Loudon. Steele, in some 
papersof the 'Guardian,' had praised Ambrose Philips, 
as the Pastoral writer that yielded only to Theocritus. 
Virgil, and Spenser. Pope, who had also published 
pastorals, not pleased to be overlooked, nrew up a 
comparison of his own compositions with those of 
Philips, in which he covertly gave himself the pre- 
ferenccy while he seemed to disown it. Not content 
with this, he is supposed to have incited Gay to write 
* The Shepherd's Week,' to show that if it be necessary 
to copy nature wUh minuteness, rural life must be 
exhibited such as grossness and ignorance have made 
it. So far the plan was reasonable; but the Pastorals 
are introduced by a Proem, written with such imitation 
as they couhl obtain of ob.ooietc languaee, and by con- 
sequence in a style that was never spoken nor written 
in any age or in any place. 

But the effect of reality and truth became conspi- 
caoas, even when the intention was to show thera 
grovelling and degraded. These Pastorals became 
popular, and were read with delight as just represen- 
tations of rural manners and occupations, by those 
who had no interest in the rivalry of our poets, nor 
knowledge of the critical dispute. 

In 1713 he brought a comedy called the * Wife of 
Bath' ap<m the stage, but it received no applause : he 
printed it, however, and seventeen years after, having 
altered it, and, as he thought, adapted it more to the 

Eublic taste, he offered it again to the town ; but, though 
e was flushed with the success of the ' Beggar's Opera/ 
had the mortification to see it again rejected. 

In the last year of queen Anne's life. Gay was made 
secretary to the earl of Clarendon, ambassador to the 
court of Hanover. This was a station that naturally 
gave him hopes of kindness from every party ; but the 

aueen's deatn put an end to her favour, and he had 
edicated his * Shepherd's Week' to Bolingbrokc. 
which Swift considered as the crime that obstructed 
all kindness from the House of Hanover. 

He did not, however, omit to improve the right 
which his office had given him to the notice of the 
royal family. On the arrival of the princess of Wales, 
he wrote a poem, and obtaiiittl so much favour, that 
both the jpnnce and princess went to see his ' What 
d' ye callit,* a kind of mock-iragedy, in which thu 
images were comic, and the action grave ; so that, as 
Pope relates, Mr. Cromwell, who could not hear what 
was said, was at a loss how to reconcile the laughter 
of the aodience with the solemnity of the scene. 

Of this performance the \aVtte cerXaAxAv x^XiwVVvvW.-. 
ut it wan one of the lucky Iriftes xViaX ivv« ip\cii%\\t« V 




novelty, and tni » Dinch ftvoanA by the tiutbfBee, 
Uul euvv tppeared BBidiHMI in (he fiH-jn vf erttlciiiii i 
UMl Oriinii, ■ player, lb codJnnctioD wLtb Mr. Tht^ 
Wldt ■ mu uttTwarfU iiH>re roinar1i*1ile, itroitncH 
> ninphM ailed • Tbe Key to Die Whm d' ye call 
lif wliieh, (lyt On, "eiiili nie m blw^heid, lad 



•llainrdi (ITUMk tnKavonred tu t'ni iitain the iohb 

wIBi' Thru Honn niter Mirrliees'immedy written, 

; Binen it wnden naws fat believing, itf the yAm 

wuCftKe of Pope ukd ArimlhniH. One iHirnpK of It 

m to tarintlntaaunH Dr^Waodwnd UrTwiiiH, 

' «i«DiialRiUlyiirla&coUHiiHibla. II biul Hia 

I fata wkidi nrti Bstrimilaiem; iIh Kciie iu wlildi 

I WoadwuiiwudlKdIyaidmnreMlrndleiiledibiF 

I iIk iHtnidiielliui of ■ imny uid « ODeolile. ilii- 

Ktbc'itnevUhRDsalaiBdenHHon.'"* "" 
I On 1» n gt mn tBl i> ■ wiii mliy Incited to Impe. 

IMd dnpiy dnmird lehHI fail ksOM inte lUnp- 
poliited. tfeli%BMikiiekBniBl«'o(ikeia:lMilt 
Biy tannlly tanU nHtUu nan laHnlly w*<- 
eooK, a Hft aid dnl aonjiiiuoii. Whaarn'M apt 14 
BDnfood (hndotbHIIIdnifeniophiMltieiiif bol 
belhai iKllFna Maaona atinif CMMfb to fime ikelr 



ovm WAV, comnaalT tiM obIv to plaia hlmaeli. 

He had bm ilniik tuBtA to Imaiiu IkU tl»M 
who iMiibed at the ' Wkuf ri callViiwId nit 
tketotDMOtltiiiaMr; (Mi, IwUnt MtUM ounei 

■auk into drieetiaa. HiiMaiiibar" '• -" 

u_ Ti.. .'_. J ~— i^itDn tent 

'year Lorrt ff 

Enn tnrTud^ »^°Tl^Diliii,''u fi' parUcahlrly 
BU Im Pope> Leitm. 

BtlMf DowiEDnillykDOWibbe pibH>ked(in*>hia 
Poena bf ubKripUoik wllh ane^ aaceew tkat ka 
ralKd a ikoiuud HiBdii and called liu (nridt lu a 
caMallatl<n7iAat«>anil^bebfrtraaileofit.Lawit, 
Ika Mewart at lord Omted, adTiaed kin to IMiul It 



_^ — ...i^^ %.. .»o iiicuuey niuuiie wnom t 
pears to have shown particular tenaerness, hi 
was restored ; and, retorning to his studies, h 
a tragedy, called ' the Captives/ which he was 
to read before the princess of Wales. When t 
came, he saw the princess and her ladies al 
pectation. and advancing with reverence, tc 
for any other attention, stumbled at a stool, anc 
forwards, threw down a weighty Japan screei 
princess started, the ladies screamed, and po* 
after all the disturbance, was still to read his 

The fate of ' the Captives,' which was acted a 
Lane in 17234, 1 know not * ; but he now i 
himself in favour, and undertook (1726) to 
volnme of Fables for the improvement of the 
Duke of Cumberland. For this he is said t 
been promised a reward, which he had do 
magnified with all the wild expectations of inc 
ana vanity. 

Next year the prince and princess became ki 

aneen, and Gay was to be great and happy ; bi 
lie settlement of the household he found himi 
pointed gentleman usher to the princess Louis 
this offer be thought himself insulted, and sent 
sage to the queen, that he was too old for the 
There seem to have been many machinations ei 
ed afterwards in his favour; and diligent con 
paid to Mrs. Howard, afterwards countess of S 
who was much beloved bv the kinv anH /•»« 



to iBQw the wivliul ud pTOfmt, I Jiivv Innprlril ttit 
nffOom irliidi SneiMe hi> tfita Id Pupr*! nvnli. 



■Ifhiiuke. GvnlB 

fcr KiiM Um*: nalalhr _ 

bmiTiawmcaciHBtdroDtlMBinepluk Tki>< 
wbat nn liK to tha BofaF'i Owtrm. He b«ui on 
ud wkcn flm ba m iI imi h I II to awlR, Iha Dm... 
dtiiM much Hk> lit protect. Ai he nuM U ot 
be rinind wtiii liivnte lobaMi^niLiKl » ■»' 



t^Ve nei* ill, » Uk Hnl nifbl ut it. In 

imc uueitaiBty of the event : till wc were very mncb 
eKoaruedt br orerbeiTliir the duke oTArtyJe. who 
Nt ta the Bcif boi lu u, Hv, > It will do-lt uinU do! 
(■elltntlweyaortbem? Tliii wh ■ loud while 
Mr Uw hu let *u over, ud 10 (iTG III rue luiiD ; 
fee IhU duke tbeililei Mi own rouil tule) hii a nar- 
Halu' knuh u tnv ooe now llvini, In dlicoverinc 
the tHte of the pnUif. He wit q^ti rJihl In IhiK 



" Tkli Piece WH r«(iTed wMi imler (ppUeH Uiu 
VHenrkaowB. Btridfilieuuact<dlDLaiidDiadKt]i. 
thee div.i *'^"!*l°'f?l'^f!!i^'J™'*t^ 'l^i^! 
Mm 1b EatlMliwaiSiMi^niBT alien to Ik* 
MMMh udftiSilfctlBKiUBMkiiiaBrMulIRT, 
tt, II BMla III (ntrcBlwiWmlc*, Rent&iHl, iivl 

■MJlSnlj TlirLulleicuiledabonwJIhtbiimUB 
iniiilM iBDfi of tt Id fiB, iBd houee wen tmMitd 
wl* U la Mierni. The fini* ofjt *•■ u* sniliiHl 

UsaoUwronly. Thepemiwluiuted P<rily,illi 
obioire. braaie ail moms the Ikvamlle of Ibe 
Inai ber plctncei were eB|m«l,aad HMUunt 
hnbcn : IhT LKc wrlUen, hiwta utkltcn.aBd •«•(« 
* her iKaHihail, awl pamphlela luile even ot her 
■tlui and Jeila. FerOieiiDnn:, It drove not of Enf- 
Sl^ Ikkt HaaoB] the Italian OtNia, wUtlb^dA 
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Flbln, mere pulJlicil Uiiin tht fOnncr. Hli open of 

M luktmi three tknuuad punndg*. Hvri' kivc 
•Mnrrd likcolK andfr big ninic « romcily calU'il 
■e ' Dlilrm Wirtr/ uhI tlw ' RclieBraal uf IjoUmn/ 

ntchanclvr EiVm blm by Pnpe li rhl>, tlul " ke 
v*i * iMliril man, wllbinl iteHiii, wbo apuke whil 
M diiMfku twl )iHt u h* rb(M(h< it " ■«■ thai " he 
*illii'ire«^ wliichuiitHH>liD<Hvn',iiy>l>iHw,vru 

W»»ai1t. 

■ntr*" H« hid ant In ibv tnn rtearH (he umih 
^bhw', the dinlty or fntba. HiichbowcnTnuM 
hs illinKd to t H AitbocDf iDrwawcinof romm- 
lMu,IhiMriiKBmBtbeortlHkUieatUnd. We 
•veto Oiy On BlUid OHn: t nodr AcomalywMck 
■t fcH wu MppMcrto dcDliAt anljr ^)ti nowlty, 
■thWDOW by theuperAevceorkiuacciinirybcvK 
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BBH myibulovicjL fl<:lioiii which tDliguily delivrm 

*l>li»Iln( jnihUilifdoievolnms, be leAuotkn iK- 

jneir to hivp furmtit miy dlalinct or Mtllnl iwIIob. 

Kilnii EVidtntlr ciatAunds thein wiHi 'J'<^>; Hid 

kiniidir. ■«• lannim fin, are, fut the witi«k •" 
wnl InriBcUos, ftitimt to acl init tiKiV wWi m- 



niKfaJlLane or G4y da nul BiWkiya coiirt>»-nf, ^' 

™ -"Srimift^S^ 'l^^SiJS'-'Virf '[hV'^^"^ 

■0° -Anii-K'be Slk^'il rSat'il cl.ln.,.- // . 
iihllv, viriaiH, and nlEuam, TLif tiib]FFl i> * 
tliiDd which GaFHH 1^ NanrF qualiHnt 10 idar ^^ 
Mme of fail dnonliDBa miv be )n>tly wUti.^;^ 
ay. An Ikmii hlidiiimilh n^Kht hmvc doni- F^ 
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9 and amnTEDt ftlKhood. 
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■piHd. Tbe flHy oT the Appuition If bDrrciwad 
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ni 1 nwamftS'enBl; bil Uk ityltel tSe lSIL_ 
lorQiyttMamrlnikaL Thai la loiiHiyBi ■■ 
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ulaSn H^UUli AU we am Dinr wppMt M 
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INTRODUCTION. 




Knurn froM cities lived ■ Swiin, 
ViTBi'd iritballtbecireiofgun: 
Hb bead wu lilTer'd o'er nilh »ge, 
lad loBg eiperiencr mmde fain ugr ; 
I> nmiDBr'i beil, lod winler'a cold. 
H« red bi> Hcwk, lod penn'd ilie fbld ; 

IBm boon in eheerfol labonr Aew, 
Nn-esr/ iHiruiliilioii knpw ; 



•• Whence is tby learning'! halh thy l<?/7 
0*er books consamed the midnight oil? 
Hast thoa old Greece and Rome sarvej'd, 
And tbe vast sense of Plato weigb'd ? 
Hatb Socrates tby soal refined, 
And bast tboa fatbom'd Tally's raind? 
Or, like tbe wise Ulysses, thrown, 
By varioas fates, ou realms unknown, 
Hast tboa tbroagb many cities stray'd. 
Their customs, laws, and manners weigh 'd?' 

The Sbepberd modestly replied, — 
" I ne'er the paths of learning tried ; 
Nor have I roam'd in foreign parts 
To read mankind, their laws, and arts; 
For man is practised in disguise, 
He cheats the most discerning eyes : 
Who by that search shall wiser grow. 
When we ourselves can uev«r knnw'J 




My dog (Ibe truMiesI of his kiiid) 
With gnlilnde inamiiea ni; Blind : 
I mirk his true, his nithrul n,. 



Can gnre and forBial pass Tar viae, 
When men the Hilemn owl despise? 
Mt longne williin mj lips I rein ; 

We from the wordj torrent flj ; 
Who liilens la the chattering pie? 
Nor wDDld I with felooioDt iliglit, 
. Bf ateallh iniads bit neigbbnor's rigliL 
lUpunoni animals we hale ; 
Kite), binki, and wolves deserve Iheir fatr 
Do not we jnat abhorrence Rnd 
Against ibe toad and lerpenl kind f 
Bat Enij, Call 



ThBieter^aliject ofi 

. Can fomiah hints to c 

Aad Trooi the most mi 



n Ibeir bite. 



IMTRUPUCTION. 
" Tb; (ame ii jait (Ihe 8ige re| 
hj virloe proiei tbee Irnlj wIk 
ride onen ([aide) the inlhor's pi 

:d1 he .ho ELlDdieB Nitnre'i Isiri 




FABLES. 



William, duke op Cumberland. 




AtCEPT, joong Prince '. the 
And ID U>ewT*le« mankind 
Wilheirl; .Irtnei plant joi 
Tbe >|>c(iiDB> irti dT vice deUtl. 



6 FABLE I. 

Princes, like beauties, from tbeir y- 
Are strangers to the voice of Trntb. 
Learn to contemn all praise betimes, 
For flattery's the nurse of crimes : 
Friendship by sweet reproof is sbowrs 
(A virtue never near a throne) : 
In courts such freedom must offend ; 
There none presumes to be a friend. 
To those of your exalted station, 
Each courtier is a dedication : 
Must I, too, flatter like the rest. 
And turn my morals to a jest? 
The Muse disdains to steal from those 
Who thrive in courts by fulsome prose 

But shall I hide your real praise. 
Or tell you what a nation says ? — 
They in your infant bosom trace 
The virtues of your royal race ; 
In the fair dawning of your mind 
Discern yon generous, mild, and kind; 
They see you grieve to bear distress. 
And pant already to redress. 
Go on ; the height of good attain. 
Nor let a nation hope in vain : 
For hence we justly may presage 
The virtues of a riper age. 
True courage shall your bosom Are, 
And future actions own your sire. 
Cowards are cruel, but the brave 
Love mercy, and delight to save. 
A Tiger, roaming for his prey, 
Sprung on a Traveller in the vja\ \ 




The profltrate game a Uod apigi^ 

Aod gu lie greed J Ijranl Hi™ : 

With mingled roar resonndu the wood, 

Thrjr teeth, tbeir clawi, diatil with bimd ; 

'nil, luiigaUb'd bv lbs Uon's ■trength, 

Tie epolted foe cltcndi bia length. 

Ue man beaogghl Iba "haggif lonl. 

And on hi> hnees for life implored: 

His lire the geoeroaa here gave. 

Together walking lo hia oare, 

Tbe Lion ibua bespoke his gncat : 

"Ufaatbardy beaatsb all dare DonteM 
Mj DHlehleia *1reugtb 1 You uw the fighl. 

Forced lo rorego tbeir native home. 

Within tbeie Koodi I reign alaor) ; 



fotve 



I all the I 



;e brond, 



Itj ronner deeds and tHnm|>bs lell, 
Benealb tli«« jaws wbat oDnbera fell." 

" Tnie (u]-! tbe mao), Ibe alrengtb I aa 
ICgbt •rail lbs bmUl nation aire ; 
Bat (ball * moDHTcb, bnTe, like jdd, 
PUceglorjinaofalseaiiew? 
Bobbera iniade their neigbboara' rigbt : 
Belixed; let justice bonnd jonrniiglil. 
Hmoi aro ambitioni heroei' boiMft 
OfwMUcd landa, uid tUoghleT'AVuMltk*. 
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Baoh little miich iff gain 'd Hip praise; 
How prettj >terc big rsnping najg! 
' Tbo wind «u lOnth, the morning fair 
Hb TDDtores Tortb to take the air : 
He rangei all the meaduw lound, 
■ Aad rolti Dp0B the lofleil gromii ■, 



10 FABLE II. 

When Dear him a Chameleon seen, 

Wag scarce distinguish 'd from the gr^^ri 

" Dear emblem of the flattering hoa/ / 
What, live with clowns ! a genios lost f 
To cities and the court repair; 
A fortune cannot fail thee there : 
Preferment shall thy talents crown ; 
Believe me, friend ; I know the Town." 

"Sir (says the Sycophant), like you. 
Of old, politer life I knew: 
Like yon, a courtier born and bred. 
Kings lean'd their ear to what I said : 
My whisper always met success; 
The ladies praised me for address : 
I knew to hit each courtier's passion. 
And flatter'd every vice in fashion. 
But Jove, who hates the liar's ways, 
At once cut short my prosperous days. 
And, sentenced to retain my nature, 
Transform'd me to this crawling creature. 
I>oom'd to a life obscure and mean, 
I wander in the silvan scene ; 
For Jove the heart alone regards ; 
He punishes what man rewards. — 
How different is thy case and mine ! 
With men at least you sup and dine ; 
While I, condemned to thinnest fare, 
Like those I flatter'd, feed on air.' 
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Your precioni Ixbfi is henna convej d, 
And io Ibe place i chapgeliog ULd. 
Wker« •ro the hllier'i nianlli and note, 
Tlw BollMr'a ejiei, as black u &\on\ 



i^u uuuui iuc XAii J uatti uvuu uv>«4« 

Jost as she spoke, a pigmv sprite 
Pops tbroDgh the kejhole swift as light ; 
Perch'd on the cradle's top she stands, 
And thos her folly reprimands : 

" Whence sprung the vain conceited lie. 
That we the world with fools supply ? 
What ! give our sprightly race away 
For the dull helpless sons of clay ! — 
Besides, by partial fondness shown, 
like yoo, we dote upon our own. 
Where yet was ewer found a mother 
Who'd give her booby for another ? 
And should we change with human breed. 
Well might we pass for fools indeed." 
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As Jupiter'* all teeiag eje 
Snnej'd the vorlils beueBth the «kj, 
Prom thii ■mall speck ofeirth were lei 
Hdrmnra and Bonnda of diicontent; 

Thai he the lianleil life laitnn'd. 

Jots mils his eagle. At the word 
Before him Hands the rojal bird. 
The bird, obedient, TrrHn Heaveo'a heig 



nniie i, wiio wearj step aiiu b 
O'er plains, and vales, and mou 
The morning sees my chase beg 
Nor ends it till the setting son. 

" When (says the Greyhonnd 
My game is lost, or canght in v 
Beyond my sight the prey's sec 
The hound is slow, but always i 
And had I his sagacious scent, 
Jove ne'er had heard my discoc 

The lion craved the Fox's a 
The Fox the Lion's force and h 
The Cock implored the Pigeon 
Whose wings were rapid, stron 
The Pigeon strength of wing di 
And the Cock's matchless valoi 
The Fishes wish'd to graze the 
The Beasts to skim beneath the 




1, silent sll, aud dodb consei 
I Bt happj, IlioD, and learn cuBle 
1 Nor Wilate Iho restleBB minil, 
I And prood ambitiou, orrainltiui 
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The bnlolier* knife in blocid vu djed ; 
The palient flock, in bilent flight, 
From Car beheld the horrid ught : 
A M»«gB Bo»r, who ne«r Ihem Hood, 
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The wind naa higb, Iha Hisdow sbikei, 
Wilfa >i]dden sliH (lie Miser wikea ; 
Along Ihe «lent rooin be sUlkii, 
Look) hack, ind tremblei u he wilki. 
Eich look and CTerj boll be triei, 
In eierj creek and corner pries ; 
Tbep open the cbesl with trcuore >tor«d. 
And llud) in nptore o'ei his board : 
But now wiih soddeo qoalniB pouew'd, 
He KriD);> bis hands, lie beatx his breast : 
Bj conscience stDng, he wildl} stares. 
And thai bis gaillj soul declares : 

" Had the deep earth her stores conBned, 
T^ii heart bad kuowDtKeeiDcwxiiCtBiad. 
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Virtne reside) on esrth oo morel" — 
He (poke, and sigb'd. — In angr; mood, 
nntni, fa» f^d, before him stood. 
Tbe miur, trembling, lock'd his che>l; 
The Viiion rrowo'd, and Ihas Bddrem'd ; 
" Wbence ia thia vile Dngntefui rul, 
Eacb aordid rucil'adulj oint? 
Did I, bue wrelob, corropt inajikindt — 
Tbe fioit'i ia tbj rapacioos nuad. 
Becaoae mj bleaaingi are abated, 
Halt I be cenaared, carted, aecaied ? 
E'en tirtae'a self bj kaarea ia made 
A cloak to carrj on Ibe trade ; 
And poner (when lodged in tbcir pouesi 




A UoH, tired with tUle affiiiti, 
((oite titk. of pomp, and worn milli rtrea, 
■MolTsd (renole from nai*e and strife) 
li fwice to paaa hit latter life. 

Il wu proolaJDi'd ; llie day vaa mi: — 
BeiiDid Ibe ^neral cdupcII met. 
Tbe Foi i»> ricero; named. Tlie crowd 
IVi the new regent fanmbl j bow'd. 
WoIto. beui, and mighlj ligen bend. 
And ttrive who mn>l ihall condescend. 
Hfiiraight usDmei a solemn grace, 
Callectabii wisdom in his face: 
1W crowd admire bis wit, his senUi 
Baofr word bMlb weight and coDiei\nence. 



And train'd in Virtue's honest s 
Whst clemency his temper swa; 
How ancorrupt are all his ways 
Beneath his conduct and comma 
Rapine shall cease to waste the 
His brain hath stratagem and ar 
Prudence and mercy rule his be 
What blessings mnst attend the 
Under this good administration ! 

He said. A Goose, who dista 
Harangued apart the cackling b 

" Whene'er I hear a knave co. 
He bids me shun bis worthy frie 
What praise, what mighty coram 
But 'twas a Fox who spoke the' 
Foxes this government may priz< 
As gentle, plentiful, and wise ; 
If they enjoy the sweets, 'tis niaii 




What whinperB niiiBt llie beaul; bear * 
Wbit honrlj nanieDie hanuu lier ear 1 
Wbere'er her ejei dispense ihcir cbari 



24 FABLE VIII. 

As Doris, at her toilers datj, 
Sat meditating on her beantji 
She now was pensive, now was gay. 
And ioird the saltry hours away. 

As thus in indolence she lies, 
A giddy Wasp around her flies. 
He now advances, now retires. 
Now to her neck and cheek aspires. 
Her fan in vain defends her charms; 
Swift he returns, again alarms ; 
For by repulse he bolder grew, 
PerchM on her Jip, and sipt the dew. 

She frowns ; she frets. " Good gods ! (she cri 
Protect me from these teasing flies : 
Of all the plagues that Heaven hath sent, 
A Wasp is most impertinent.^' 

The hovering insect thus complain'd. 
" Am I then slighted, scorn 'd, disdain'd? 
Can such offence your anger wake? 
'Twas beauty caused the bold mistake. 
Those cherry lips that breathe perfume. 
That cheek so ripe with youthful bloom, 
Made me with strong desire pursue 
The fairest peach that ever grew." 

" Strike him not, Jenny (Doris cries). 
Nor murder W^asps like vulgar flies ; 
For though he's free (to do him right), 
The creature's civil and polite." 

In ecstasies away he posts ; 
Where'er he came, the favour boasts ; 
Bragft, how her sweetest tea he sips. 
And shows the sugar ou Vk\% Wi^it.. 




Tbe binl »\arm'6 the Ibrwird 
Sore of 8ucce«, ■>¥■} Ihej Dew 
Tbej tbm ibe dai nOes of the d 

Round her with aJrj muiic pla; 

And now tlie; flntler, now Ihej 
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be, baoi, 



lin^, Hnd felt the noond. 
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id era jon venlure lo confide, 
Let his preceptor's bearl be tried ; 
Weigh well hi> minnera. life, ind >CDpe ; 
On these depends thy fain re hope. 

As 00 B time, in pesoeliil reign, 
A Ball enjoyd tbe flowerj plsin, 
A Msstiff psss'd ; iofluii'd with ire, 
His eyeballs shot indignsnl lire. 
He roein'd, he riged witb tbint of blood. 



i Ibein 



1 stood, 



And nur'd aloud : " Suspend the Gghl ; 

Or lell me, ere the battle rage. 

What irrongi provoVe Ihee \i> en^«f,tT 
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h it ambition fires thy breast, 

(Or avarice, that ne'er can rest! 
From these alone unjustly springs 
The world-destroying wrath of kings." 
The surly Mastiff thus returns: 
I " Within my bosom glory burns. 
' like heroes of eternal name, 

Whom poets sing, I figbt for fame. 
The butcher's spirit-stirring mind 
To daily war my youth inclined j 
He train'd me to heroic deed, 
Taught me to conquer or to bleed." 

" Cursed Dog (the Bull replied), no more 
I wonder at thy thirst of gore ; 
For thou (beneath a butcher train'd. 
Whose hands with cruelty are stain'd, 
His daily murders in thy view) 
Must, like thy tutor, blood pursue. 
Take, then, thy fate !" With goring wound 
At once he lilts him from the ground : 
Aloft the sprawling hero flies. 
Mangled he falls, he howls, and dies. 
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Hid nilb slronK reason is endow'i 
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'orlh be tried » 
was bis goide. 
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od weigh Ibe power 
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low Talsel J is Ihe spaniel d rawn ! 

•id nea rrom him first learn to Tawn? 

I dog proficient in the trade '■ 
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The lioD, wolf, and tiger's brooc 
He curses, for their thirst of bio 
Bat is not man to man a prey ? 
Beasts kill for hanger, men for | 

The Bookseller, who heard hi 
And saw him tarn a page of Gre 
Thought, ' what a genius have I 
Then thus address'd with bow pr 

" Learn'd Sir, if you*d employ 
Against the senseless sons of men 
Or write the history of Siam, 
No man is better pay than I am ; 
Or, since you're learn 'd in Greek 
Something against the Trinity/' 

When wrinkling with a sneer I 

Friend (quoth the Elephant), y* 
E'en keep your money, and be wi 
Leave man on man to nritioio© • 
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N betntj ranlta contpicaopi gra 
lie amallMt ipeck U tten on >n< 
Aa Dear b b«rD, b; hnn^er leil 
k Peacock with tbe poallry fed, 
kll vieo'd him with ag eixbut < 
knd niock'd bia gandj pageBDlrj 



lu lUte sod dignily aaiDinea, 
knd to tbe ann ditpUji his plan 
Vbicfa, like the Heavea'i o'erar 
re ipugled wilb ■ Ihon 



FABLE XI. 

detraction buna* 
.ptstbeir spleen dr ^ 
»bat insolence o/frf fe^^^/ 
Lesbisbangbly*''"'^^ 
es). CanspieenW^ 
was half so vain, 
sic merit seen, 
ve the whiter skin." 
to tongue they caught al 
eard the hissing Goose : 
legs ! what filthy claws* 
re little flaws: 
rrid sqaalli ug throat ! 
ighted at the note/' 
; are faults (the Peacock cries' 
shaDks, you may despise; 
critics rail in Tain : 
my radiant train ! 
egs (your scorn and sport) 
the Gktose support, 
Eim with harsher sound, 
Fou had ne'er been found : 
beauties blind, 
rikes an envious mind." 
iblies have I seen 
ghtest charms and mien, 
Bch ugly face, 
mdal fills the place. 
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The hasband's sullen, dogged, shy, 
The wife grows flippant in reply : 
He loves command and due restriction, 
And she as well likes contradiction : 
She never slavishly submits, 
. ,'| .' She'll have her wilt, or have her fits. 

i He this way tugs, she t' other draws ; 

The man grows jealous, and with cause. 
Nothing^ can save him but divorce, 
And here the wife complies of coarse." 

'* When (says the Boy) had I to do 
With either your affairs or you ? 
I never idly spend my darts ; 
You trade in mercenary hearts. 
For settlements the lawyer's fee'd ; 
Is my hand witness to the deed ? 
If they like cat and dog agree, 
Go rail at Plutus, not at me.'' 

Plutus appeared, and said, ** 'Tis true. 
In marriage gold is all their view ; 
They seek not beauty, wit, or sense. 
And love is seldom the pretence. 
All offer incense at my shrine. 
And I alone the bargain sign. 
How can Belinda blame her fate? 
She only ask'd a great estate. 
Doris was rich enough, 'tis true ; 
Her lord must give her title too : 
And every man, or rich or poor, 
A fortune asks, and asks no more." 

Avarice, whatever shape it bears, 
Mast still be coupled with its care^. 





elt himper'd id the cord, 
le present to hi> lard. 

e Slag was branght befure hit nite ; 
1 teoder ladj heiig'd hil life : 
Dvsleek'ttheBkin! bowipeuk'dlikeer 
, oewer crsRlure »■< m> diarming I" 
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Mnoches the linen on the lines, 
And on a liood or apron dines: 
He steals mj little master's bread. 
Follows the servants to be fed : 
Nearer and nearer now he stands, 
To feel the praise of patting^ hands; 
Examines every fist for meat, 
And, though repulsed, disdains retreat: 
Attacks again with levelPd horns. 
And man, that was his terror, scorns. 

Such is the country maiden's fright. 
When first a Redcoat is in sight; 
Behind the door she hides her face, 
Next time at distance eves the lace : 
She now can all his terrors stand, 
Nor from his squeeze withdraws her hand 
She plays familiar in his arms, 
And everj soldier hath his charms : 
From tent to tent she spreads her flame ; 
For custom conquers fear and shame. 
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Stint not lo tmtb the flow of wi 
Be prompl to lie, nbene'er '(in 
Bend all joar force lo sputter n 
ScBDital ia aonTerution'i ipirit. 
Bald I J to eterj thing pretend. 
And inen jonr tilenti )li*ll com 
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. Their noat obliging friends Ihey bite; 

And. fond to copj hamin wsys, 
I Pnotue Baw niicbiels all their iijt. 
Thus the dnll lul, too Ull for achool, 
With tn*el finiahea llie foot ; 
I SindioH of STorf coxcomb'* »i™, 

le drinka, games, dreuet, whorei, and mean ; 
I'erlaoka nilb acorn all lirtuoua aria, 
'or lice ia filled lo his pirta. 





The S^e, Bnaked at earl; day, 
Through the deep foresl took hii w«; 
DrtHD bj tbs niDsic of (he grotea, 
AloDg the nindiog gloom he rovea : 
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At lul in Creiham-ball waa la 
Cbuid'd wilb tbe wonilera af' 
On erer; lide, iboie, b«)Dit. 
Sba Doii of Ibii or Ihal inqnir 
What lent wunndi 
Tb f luB, etch tbtn 
Herbeul'BoriirInc 
" And pray wLsl'j 



I, admi 



- A Needle n ilb thai Gllbj slone, 
QuiU idle, all wilb rnil o'ergrovD ! 
YoD better nigbt emplay jour parta, 
And aid (be Kmpalresii in tier arte ; 
Bal tell me how the Triendship grew 
Belweeo that paltr; flint aud jou ?" 

" Friend (mjs Iha NKedle), cease lo 
I rellow real worth and fame. 
Knovr'at than the loadfllone's power ani 

or all bia ulenta I parlate, 

Wbo theo can auch a friend forukc? 

'Tia I direct the pilot's hand 

To abuD the rock, and Ireacheroos «*.!■ 

B} me Ihe di.tant world ia known, 



Had I Willi 



lillini 



What had I been I Ibe guide of Ihrei 
And drudged, aa inlgar Needles do, 
Of Ml more oonieqaence than jon." 




A Wolf, wilb hangar fierce and bold, 

Riviged the \,]^Di, auJ thinii'd the fold ; 

Deep in ihn wood, secure he lav, 

The Ihefto of uighl regaled ibe day. 

In lain (be sbepherd'> vakeful ears 

Had apread )be toili, and iralcb'd (lie wart 

The fleeter robber mock'd the cliaie. 

As lagblfoot ranged the Torest roand. 
B; chance tbe Toe's retreat be fonnd. 

" Let u> anhile the viar impend, 
And retHXi aa from Friend to frLeod.'" 

" A tmoe !" replies the Wolf. 'Ti. doin 
The Dog Ihe parlej llina hegun ; 



AlUok ■ neak defenceleBa kiud ? 

And drink llie hoar'j and lion's blood. 
CreU wills witli generous yity incll, 
Whioh ooward IjranW never Ml. 
How hnrmleM is onr fleecj eare ! 

" Friend (sajs Ibe WolQ. llie matler 
Nityre designed as beuU of prej ; 
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Lest men gnspeot jonr tale ontTBe, 

Keep prababililj' in Tien, 

nie ti-Bieller. lopiag o'er Ibase boiiDils, 

The credil ol his book coafDunda. 

Who nilb fail tongue batb armies rooted. 

Hakes e'en hit real ooange doobted. 

Bat flattrrf neier aeema abanrd : 

The flatter'd slwaia take jour word ; 



Hyperbole!, tbongb ne'er ao great. 
Will ilill came abort oraelf^conoeit. 

3a larj like a Painter drew, 
That orerj eje the pcloTo Vne« -, 
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He hit complexion, feature, air, 

So JQst, the life itself was there. 

No flattery with his colonrs laid, 

To bloom restored the faded maid ; 

He gave each mascle all its strength ; 

The month, the chin, the nose's length ; 

His honest pencil touch'd with truth. 

And mark'd the date of age and youth. 
He lost his friends, his practice fail'd ; 

Trvth should not always be revealM : 

Ib dosty piles his pictures lay. 

For DO one sent the second pay. 

Two bustos, fraught with every grace, 
A Venns* and Apollo's face, 
He placed in view ; resolved to please, 
Whoever sat, be drew from these. 
From these corrected every feature. 
And spirited each awkward creature. 

All things were set ; the hour was come, 
His pallet ready o'er bis thumb ; 
My Lord appear'd ; and seated right. 
In proper attitude and light. 
The Painter look'd, he sketch'd the piece. 
Then dipt his pencil, talk'd of Greece, 
Of Titian's tints, of Guidb's air ; 
"Those eyes, my Lord, the spirit there 
Ifigbt well a Raphael's band require, 
To give them all the native fire ; 
The featares, fraught with sense and wit. 
You'll grant are very hard to hit ; 
Bat yet with patience you shall view 
Ab waeb as |Miot and art can do " 




ObKrte (he. work. Mj Lord replied, 
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If e'er his Highness meant a joke, 
They grino'd applause before be spoke: 
Bat at each word what shoats of pnLie! 
" Good gods ! how natural he brajs !" 

Elate with flattery and coDceit, 
He seeks his royal sire's retreat; 
Forward, and fond to show bis parts. 
His Highness brays ; the Lion starts. 

" Puppy ! that cursed vociferation 
Betrays thy life and conversation : 
Coxcombs, an ever^noisy race, 
Are trumpets of their own disgrace." 

"Why so severe? (the Cub replies) 
Our senate always held me wise." 

" How weak is pride ! (returns tbe sire) 
All fools are vain when fools admire ! 
But know, what stupid asses prize, 

Tiinna anA nnMa lwin..»- A^~—t-- '• 
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'Tis not from cocks thy fate I dread ; 
But let thy ever wary tread 
Avoid yoD well ; that fatal place 
Is sore perdition to our race. 
Print this my counsel on thy breast; 
To the just gods I leave the rest." 

He thank'd her care ; vet day by day 
His bosom burn'd to disobey, 
And every time the well he saw, 
Scoru'd in his heart the foolish law : 
Near and more near each day he drew. 
And loDg'd to try the dangerous view. 

" Why was this idle charge? (he crie 
Let courage female fears despise. 
Or did she doubt my heart was brare. 
And therefore this injunction gave ? 
Or does her harvest store the place, 
A treasure for her younger race? 
And would she thus my search prevent, 
I stand resolved, and dare the' event." 

Thus said, be mounts the margin's roi 
And pries into the depth profound. 
He stretch 'd his neck ; and from below 
"With stretching neck advanced a foe: 
With wrath his ruffled plumes he rears. 
The foe with ruffled plumes appears; 
Threat answer'd threat ; his fury grew ; 
Headlong to meet the war he flew ; 
But when the watery death he found, 
He thus lamented as he drown 'd : 

" I ne'er had been in this condition,. 
Bat for my uiother'« proliibiUou. 



II 





jnlgbtnucli mischief did, 
Btery morning ehid: 
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An envious Cat from place to place, 
Unseen, attends his silent pace : 
She saw that if bis trade went on. 
The purring race must be undone ; 
So secretly removes bis baits, 
And every stratagem defeats. 

Again lie sets the poison 'd toils, 
And Puss again the labour foils. 

•' What foe, to frustrate my designs. 
My schemes thus nightly countermines? 
(Incensed, he cries) this very hour 
The wretch shall bleed beneath my power.' 

So said, a ponderous trap he brought. 
And in the fact poor Puss was caught. 

*' Smuggler (says he), thou shalt be mad( 
A victim to our loss of trade.** 

The captive Cat, with piteous mews. 
For pardon, life, and freedom sues : 
^* A sister of the science spare ; 
One interest is our common care." 

" What insolence ! (the Man replied) 
Shall Cats with us the game divide t 
Were all your interloping band 
Extinguish'd, or expelTd the land. 
We Ratcatchers might raise our fe^. 
Sole guardians of a nation's cheese !'* 

A Cat, who saw the lifted knife. 
Thus spoke, and saved her sister's life : 

" In every age and clime we see 
Two of a trade can ne'er agree. 
Each bates his neighbour for encroaching ; 
'Squire stigmatizes 'aquue (or yo^c^vvw^*^ 
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Teased with tlieir crieM, her choler gmi 
And thas she spattered, "Hence, je crew I 
Fool that I was, to entertain 
Sach imps, sach fiends, a hellish train ! 
Had ye been never hoased and nnrsed, 
I for a witch had ne'er been eamed. 
To yon I owe, that crowds of bojs 
Worry me with eternal noise ; 
Straws laid across my pace retard, 
The horseshoe's nail'd (each threshold's gnai 
The stnnted broom the wenches hide. 
For fear that I should np and ride ; 
They stick with pins my bleedin;;^ seat. 
And bid roe show my secret teat." 

" To hear yon prate would vex a saint ; 
TV'ho hath most reason of complaint? 
(Replies a Cat) Let's come to proof. 
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Now, repaUtioDs flew in pieces 
Of motbers, daogliters, aants, and nieen: 
Sbe ran the Parrot's langaage o'er. 
Bawd, hussy, drunkard, slattern, whore; 
On all the sex she vents her fiirj. 
Tries and condemns without a jorj. 

At once the torrent of her words 
AlarniM cat, monkey, dogs, and birds ; 
All join their forces to confound her. 
Puss spits, the monkey chatters round her ; 
The yelping cur her heels assaults ; 
The magpie blabs out all her faults ; 
Poll, in the uproar, from his cage. 
With this rebuke outscreamM her rage : 

" A Parrot is for talking prized. 
But prattling women are despised. 
Sbe who attacks another's honour 
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Swift ran the Cur ; with indif^naiiuu 
The master took his inlbrmation. 
** Hang him, the villain's cursed, " he cries; 
And roand his neck the halter ties. 

The Dog his humble suit preferred. 
And begg'd in justice to be heard. 
The master sat. On either hand 
The cited dogs confronting stand ; 
The Cur the bloody tale relates, 
And, like a lawyer, aggravates. 

** Judge not unheard (the Mastiff cried)^ 
But weigh the cause of either side. 
Think not that treachery can bo just ; 
Take not informers' words on trust ; 
They ope their hand to every pay. 
And yon and me by turns betray.'^ 

He spoke ; and all the truth appeared: 
-<• Kaiifr'd. the Mastiff cleared. 
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Is well increased. If, ona wares, 

My jostice to myself aud heirs 

Hath let my debtor rot in jail, 

For want of good sufficient bail ; 

If I by writ, or bond, or deed, 

Reduced a family to need. 

My will bath made the world amends ; 

My hope on charity depends. 

When I am namber'd with the dead, 

And all my pions gifts are read, 

By Heaven and earth 'twill then be known 

My charities were amply shown. 

An Angel came : '' Ah ! friend (he cried ), 
No more in flattering hope confide. 
Can thy good deeds in former times 
Outweigh the balance of thy crimes? 
What widow or what orphan prays 
To crown thy life with length of days ? 
A pious action's in thy power, 
Embrace with joy the happy hour. 
Now, while you draw the vital air, 
Prove your intention is sincere : 
This instant give a hundred pound ; 
Your neighbours want, and yon abound." 

'* But why such baste ? (the sick Man whines] 
Who knows as yet what Heaven designs? 
Perhaps I may recover still : 
That sum and more are in mv will." 

" Fool (says the Vision), now 'tis plain 
Your life, your soul, your heaven was gain. 
From every side, with all your might. 
You ffcraped, and scraped bcNond ^our right ; 
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(The aport of <viDd>) in air was lout ; 
Tbe gloriona orb Ihe day refinet: 
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"6 glnttoni! (bbji Ihe drooping airs) 
IdttaiD inordinale desire ; 
Yoar liqnoHih laile jon ahall deplore, 
Wfceu peace ofconwienee i> no more, 
Duoa not the hoDDd belny our pice, 
And gin* and kddb destroy oor r>CB ? 
Thieiea dread the aearchiog sje of power 
And oeTCr Ceel the quiel honr. 
Old age (nhich Tew of ua shall know) 

Wonld >DD trae happiui^ss atlaio, 
Let honeilj your puaiani rein : 
So Utb in credit and esteem, 
And ths good name jon loal redeem." 
"The ooBDiel'a good (a Fox replies) 
Could we peifonn what joo adtiie. 
Think what our anctatan b*>e done ; 
A lino of tfaioTes from son to son : 
To D* deacenda the long disgrace. 
And iUhnj hath mark'd onr race. 
Tboagb we, like barmlcaa aheep. should li 
Bomttt. i* tbooght, in word, and deed ; 
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FABLE XXX. 



For if I ju<lge their native part8, 
ThejVe born with honest open hearts; 
And, ere thav served man's wicked enda. 
Were generous foes, or real friends." 

When tbos the Dog, with scornfol amile : 
" Secure of wing, thou darcst revile. 
Clowns are to polish'd manners blind ; 
How ignorant is the rustic mind ! 
Mj worth sagacious courtiers see, 
And to preferment rise like me. 
The thriving pimp, who beauty sets. 
Hath oft enhanced a nation's debts ; 
Friend sets bis friend, without regard, 
And ministers his skill reward : 
Thus train'd by man, I learnt his ways. 
And growing favour feasts my days." 

** I might have guess'd (the Partridge said), 
The place where yoa were traiu'd and fed ; 
Servants are apt, and in a trice 
Ape to a hair their master's vice. 
You come from court, you say : Adieu !** 
She said, and to the covey flew. 
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When health is lost. Be timely wise; 
With health all taste of pleasure 6ie8." 

Thus said, the Phantom disappears. 
The wary counsel waked his fears : 
He now from all excess abstains, 
"With physic purifies his veins: 
And, to procure a sober life, 
Resolves to venture on a wife. 

But now again the Sprite ascends, 
'Where'er he walks his ear attends ; 
Insinuates that beauty's frail, 
That perseverance roast prevail ; 
With jealousies his brain inflames. 
And whispers all her lovers' names. 
In other hours she represents 
His household charge, his annual rents. 
Increasing debts, perplexing duns. 
And nothing for his younger sons. 

Straight all his thought to gain he turm 
And with the thirst of lucre burns. 
But when possessed of fortune's store. 
The Spectre haunts him more and more ; 
Sets want and misery in view. 
Bold thieves and all the murdering crew; 
Alarms him with eternal frights. 
Infests his dream, or wakes his nights. 
How shall he chase this hideous guest? 
Power may perhaps protect his rest. 
To power he rose. Again the Sprite 
Besets him morning, noon, and night ; 
Talks of Ambition's tottering seat, 
How Envy persecutes the great -, 
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At lengtb be thus the Gboat add real : 

Be kind, and fullow ine no more ; 
For Care, bj right, abould go before." 
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Whene'er m Conrticr's odI of place, 

Wbsre, doom'd to exerciie and health, 
Bia liDiMe dnd gardeai own bia oraltb. 
lie builds new icheniea, in hope lo gui 
The plender of iDolher reign ; 
Like Philip's aon, wodld tain be doing 
And aiglia for other resinu lo rain. 

As one ortheie (oithont his wand) 
Peeaive along the winding alrand 
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" Came joa from court? for in yonr mien 
A self-important air is seen." 

He frankly own'd his friends bad trick'd bim, 
And bow be fell his party's victim. 

** Know (sajs tbe god), by matchless skill 
I change to every shape at will ; 
Bat yet I'm told, at court yon see 
Those who presume to rival me." 

Thus said : a saake, with hideous trail, 
Ptotens extends bis scaly mail. 

** Know (says the Man), tho' proud in place, 
All Conrtiers are of reptile race. 
like yon, they take that dreadful form. 
Bask in the sun, and fly tbe storm ; 
With malice hiss, with envy gloat, 
And for convenience change their coat; 
With new-got lustre rear their head, 
Though on a dunghill born and bred." 

Sudden the god a lion stands ; 
He shakes bis mane, he spurns the sands ; 
Now a fierce lynx, with fiery glare, 
A wolf, an ass, a fox, a bear. 

*' Had I ne'er lived at court (he cries). 
Snob transformation might surprise ; 
But there, in quest of daily game. 
Each able Courtier acts the same. 
Wolves, lions, lynxes, while in place. 
Their friends and fellows are their chase. 
They play the bear's and fox's part, 
Now rob by force, now steal with art. 
They sometimes in the senate bray, 
Or, changed again to beasts of prey, 



TliB ConrtLei 
Nol to be bo 
And never k 





Those vho in qoaireli inlerpc 
HiHI olten wipe i blood j now 
A HHliff, of true Engliab b 
Loved fightiDg better Ifaui hu 
WbeDdogg were •niHing for 
He long'd to make tbe war hi 
Aid oTlen Tonnd (wlien to 






iDipiDg pace ; 



I He gloried 
Tbeannol 
Ib everj limb a guh ippean, 
AkI freqnent figlita retrencbd hit 
(Aa on ■ line be beard from fir 
Two doga enjiged in naiaj ku. 






8G FABLE XXXIV. . 

Away be scours, and lays about bim, 
Resolved no fray sbonid be witbout him. 

Fortb from bis yard a tanner ities. 
And to tbe bold intruder cries: 

"A cudgel sball correct your manners 
Wbence sprung tbis cursed bate to tanne 
Wbile on my dog you vent your spite, 
Sirrab ! 'tis me you dare not bite." 

To see tbe battle tbus perplex'd, 
Witb equal rage a butcber vex'd, 
Hoarse-screaming from tbe circled crowd 
To tbe cursed Mastiff cries aloud : 

" Botb Hockley bole and Mary-ltone 
Tbe combats of my dog bave known : 
He ne'er, like bullies, coward-liearted. 
Attacks in public, — to be parted. 
Tbink not, rasb fool, to sbarc bis fame ; 
Be bis tbe bonour or tbe sbame." 

Tbus said, tbcy swore, and raved like tbo 
Tben dragg'd tbeir fasten'd dogs asundei 
Wbile clubs and kicks from every side 
Rebounded from tbe Mastiff's bide. 

All reeking now witb sweat and blood, 
Awbile tbe parted warriors stood ; 
Tben pour'd upon tbe meddling foe, 
Wbo, worried, bowl'd, and sprawl'd belc 
He rose ; and, limping from tbe fray, 
By butb sides mangled, sneak'd away. 
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At length liis forfeit life hatli paid ; 
See on the wall his wings displajr'd. 
Here nail'd, a terror to his kind. 
My fowls shall fature safety find ; 
My yard the thriving poultry feed, 
And my barns' refase fat the breed.' 

** Friend, (says the Sage), the doom js wi 
For pnblic good the murderer dies : 
Bat if these tyrants of the air 
Demand a sentence so severe, 
Think how the glutton, man, devours ; 
What bloody feats regale his hours ! 
O impudence of power and might, 
Thus to condemn a hawk or kite, 
When thou, perhaps, carnivorous sinner, 
Hadst pullets yesterday for dinner !" 

" Hold (cried the Clown, with passion beatc 
Shall kites and men alike be treated ? 
When Heaven the world with creatures stor 
Man was ordain'd their sovereign lord." 

"Thus tyrants boast (the Sage replied), 
Whose murders spring from power and pric 
Own then this manlike kite is slain 
Thy greater luxury to sustain ; 
For * Petty rogues submit to Fate, 
That great ones may enjoy their state*." 

* See Garth's Dispensary. 
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" Uobappy Widow, cease thy tears. 
Nor feel affliction in thy fears ; 
Let not thy stomach be suspended ; 
Eat now, and weep when dinner's ended ; 
And when the bntler clears the table, 
For thy dessert I'll read my Fable." 

Betwixt her swagging panniers* load 
A Farmer's Wife to market rode, 
And, jogging on, with thoughtful care, 
Samra'd up the profits of her ware ; 
When, starting from her silver dream. 
Thus far and wide was heard her scream : 

" That raven on yon left-hand oak 
(Curse on his ill betiding croak) 
Bodes me no good." Mo more she said. 
When poor blind Ball with stumbling tread 
Fell prone : o'erturn'd the pannier lay. 
And her mash'd eggs bestrew'd the way. 

She, sprawling in the yellow road, 
Rail'd, swore, and cursed: "Thou croaking to 
A murrain take thy whoreson throat ! 
I knew misfortune in the note." 

" Dame (quoth the Raven), spare your oat 
Unclench your fist, and wipe your clothes. 
But why on me those curses thrown] 
Goody, the fault was all your own ; 
For had you laid this brittle ware 
On Dun, the old sure-footed mare. 
Though all the Ravens of the hundred. 
With croaking had your tongue ontthunder 
Sure-footed Dun had kept her legs. 
And you, good woman, saved ^our rggs.*' 




FABLK XXXTIII. 




In other man we TialU eta ip;, 

And blame the mole tbil dimi tfacir a; 

EKh lillls ipeck and blsiqiih find, 

A Tnrkei, tired of common food, 
Porwok tfae btrn. and tonght the wow 
Behind her ran u infiuil tnun, 
ColleotiDg here ud there ■ gnio. 
" Draw De«r. in; Birdi '. (the mother c 
Thii hill delioiona &re luppliei ; 
Bebold the bnij negro noe. 
See ■illioiu blacken ell the place! 
Fear DOl ; like me with freedon eat ; 
An Ant ii moit delighlful nratt. 



• ■•** S\^ WW 



yx^aoaut, lu lilt; JUOra, 

The Turkey smokes on every board. 
Sure men for gluttony are cursed. 
Of the seven deadly sins the worst." 
An Ant, who climb'd l)eyond his r 
Thus answer'd from the neigh boorioj 
** Ere you remark another's sin, 
Bid thy own conscience look within 
Control thy more voracious bill, 
Nor, for a breakfast, nations kill." 





The Hid to Jove bis toit prelbrr'd ; 
He beg^'d i wLfe \ bis prajer wu heardp 



96 FABLE XXXIX. 

Let my first hope, my favoarite hoy, 
All Fortune's richest gifts enjoy : 
My next with strong ambition fire ; 
May favour teach him to aspire. 
Till be the step of power ascend. 
And courtiers to their idol bend. 
With every grace, with every charm. 
My daughter's perfect features arm. 
If Heaven approve, a Father's bless'd." — 
Jove smiles, and grants his full request. 

The first, a miser at the heart. 
Studious of every griping art, 
Heaps boards on hoards with anxioas pain, 
And all his life devotes to gain : 
He feels no joy, his cares increase. 
He neither wakes nor sleeps in peace ; 
In foncied want (a wretch complete) 
He starves, and yet he dares not eat* 
The next to sudden honours grew ; 
The thriving art of courts he knew ; 
He reach 'd the height of power and place. 
Then fell, the victim of disgrace. 

Beauty with early bloom supplies 
His daughter's check, and points her eyes. 
The vain coquette each suit disdains. 
And glories in her lovers' pains. 
With age she fades, each lover flies ; 
Contemn'd, forlorn, she pines and dies. 

When Jove the Father's grief survey 'd. 
And heard him Heaven and fate upbraid. 
Thus spoke the God : " By outward show 
Men judge of happioess and woe : 



Slidl igiMruiM of good ind ill 
Dare lo diract tba' eternal oilH 
8e«k lirtns ; ud, oF thai ponvt. 
To PrOTidenes redgo Ifae reit." 





Sa>tfn It the pedi 
The Don, a farmal i 
Den pises Mop»ieur'i 



foil of nnard pr de 



aud Butter ; 
mochi (lie formal fool, 
Who looki, and tpeaks, and nxlka. bj i 
Brilain, a loedlej Dflbe twain, 
Ai pert ai France, b< grave as Spain, 
Id fancj niner than the t«bI. 
Langhii at lliem both, o{ both the Jest. 
Is not the Poet's chimini; close 
Cemiured by all tlic sonmtPtuw'. 



While barda orqurch inagi 
DeBpise tbe alflepy pro4e □■ 
Men liagb il apes; they m 



ThoB took tbeir liekels for Ihe allow, 
Aad pit bj cbance Iha foremoal row. 
To we their grace obseriiog face 
PnndEed a tangh thrangli all the place. 

"Brother (naja Pug. and tarn'd hit head), 
Tbfl rsbble'i monstniailj ill bred." 

•■ ■rough Ibel 



Norei 



II tbe ■ 



w began, 



Th«t. 


imbler wbii 


-la the flip-Sap ronnd, 


With 


(Omenetii b. 


oTiakeslhegronad; 
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tbe dancer .prings; 


Aloft 


in air the « 
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Dialorled no<r, dc 


)m prone depends. 


Now through hii 


twisted atmaaseendM; 


Thee 


rowd, in no 


nder and delight. 


With 


clappi-g ba 


nda appland the sight. 


'Withunilea.qn 




Theg 


iantapoor 


reaion please, 


How 


would the. 


wonder at oar aria? 


The, 


nun tdore 


na for our pari.. 


High 


OD Ihe twig 


I'TO seen jon ding. 


Plaj, 


twi,l, and t, 


iirninairjHng: 


Hawi 


»n lliow el 


omaj thing>. like me, 


FIjw 


ith a buUDil 


from tree to IteeT 



We must allow some praise is doe ; 
Bat when thejr strain bejond their ( 
I langli to scorn the mimic pride ; 
For how fantastic is the sight, 
To meet men always bolt npright* 
Becaase we sometimes walk on two 
I hate the imitating crew.' 
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.n Owl orgraie deport and id 



Ai fit for prej init coi 


ilempl.1 
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UpOD > beam ilofl be 


■iu. 




And lodn, ud >eei°> 1 


;o think, 


.bjllto. 


(Soh..«I«>eua«... 


. ofneivi 




Or Pml-boj or Gaieli 






Smoke, nod, and Ulk 


»ilh to 


ice profo. 


AndfiltiiefBloorED 
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Sbisy» piled on ihei 


.e> hid 


■II the flo 




icwhlai 




The ftrmer one. The haoti 


dggnert 




1U»«^I 





lu niit 111 juu{{iug eurs «re i 
And nightingales are all di^ 
Bot the more knowing feat 
See wisdom stamped upon i 
Whene'er to visit light I d 
What flocks of fowls compo 
like sla?e8, they crowd mj 
And own me of superior ki 
The Farmer laagh'd, am 
" Thou dull important lum| 
Darest tboa with that harsi 
Depreciate birds of warblii 
Indulge thy spleen : know, 
Regard thee, as thou art, ai 
Besides, proud Blockhead 
Of what thou call's! thj sla 
Few follow Wisdom or her 
Fools in derision follow foe 





, A JuooLEH loug tbrongh all tbs Town 
Hid r*iKd bii rortans iiiiJ renown ; 
You'd think (m hr fail art InnacendB) 
Tba deiii ithia fingers' ends. 

ice heird faia fame, the read bin bill ; 

TincedorbUinreriorakill, 
She longht hii boDlb, and from tJje ctoitrl 
Defied the nan of art alond, 

la this then he ao famed for aleighl ? 
Can thin ilow bangler obeat jonr aight t 

ea he with ne dispute Ihe prize T 
I leaie it to inpanial ejea." 
Proioked, Ihe Jnjcgler cried. "Tia done, 
li loieDoe I aabBit to none." 
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FABLB XLII. 



t I 






' t 
i 



■r' 



Thus said, the caps and balls he pla*) 
By turns this here, that there, convey' 
The cards, obedient to his words, 
Are by a fillip turn'd to birds. 
His little boxes change the grain : 
Trick after trick deludes the train. 
He shakes his bag, he shows all fair : 
His fingers spread, and nothing there : 
Then bids it rain with showers of gold 
And now his ivory eggs are told ! 
But when from thence the hen he drav 
Amazed spectators hum applause. 

Vice now stepped forth, and took the 
With all the forms of his grimace. 

"This mag^c lookingglass (she cries' 
(There, hand it round) will charm yoai 
Each eager eye the sight desired, 
And every man himself admired. 

Next, to a senator addressing, 
** See this bank note ; observe the blesi 
Breathe on the bill. Hey, pass ! Tis { 
Upon his lips a padlock shown. 
A second puff the magic broke ; 
The padlock vanished, and he spoke. 

Twelve bottles ranged upon the boat 
All full, with heady liquor stored, 
By clean conveyance disappear. 
And now two bloody swords are there. 

A purse she to a thief exposed ; 
At once his ready fingers closed. 
He opes his fist, the treasure's fled ; 
He sees a bailer in iU 6lead. 




SIiB bid! AmbUion bold * nand ; 
He grup ■ bilcbel in his hand. 

A box ofcbBritj abe Bhows. 
Blow bere ; and ■ cburchwardea blown 
'Tia taDlsh'd with convejaiice nelt, 
Aod OD (be table imokes a treat. 

She shakes tlie dice, (he board she ki 
And rroiu alt poelieta fills ber box. 

" Tbia picture aee; ber shape, her l)rea 
What you(h, and what iniitiog eye, '. 
Bold her, aod bave her." With enrpri 
Hia bud exposed a box of pills. 
And a loqd laugh proclaim'd hU ills. 



She bida hia heir the 

A gainea with ber 
Take every shape bnl 
And not one thing ;e 
But obanged Tram wl 

The Juggler now, 
With Ibis sobDiissiou 
"Ctalaacbraatchle 
How prKlioe hath in 




UroH • time ins „un.««ii» >«• 
■Who grMfd *" , Lad (bo l^"' 
TVilh "•"'?» C„,o„,hroagh th« 
And 'pf «»'' ' , ° nMin-a the rtrt* 
On o..tt««;l'-.t «^^ d ■-'- 



"!:.r.Jrf»" 




Comider, friendB ! joar Mreugth and nigbl i 




1 ueert joor rigbl. 


How cqmbroiii 


it the gilded coacli '. 


Tbp pride of ID. 


.D ia oar reproacJi. 


Wen »e deiij; 


n'd for daily toil, 


To drag the pi. 


lugbskare throagh the toil, 


To.«eitiiib«i 


rot*) tbroogb the road, 


To f roui beueMb Ibe curier'a load ! 


Ho* feeble trt 


1 Ibe two-le^'d liiod! 


Wb.t foroe is i 


oooroerveacombioedl 


Skill Ibeo oor 


Doblerjawambniit 


To foBDi uid cl 


lunp Ibe galling bit; 


SWl h»gbt,r , 


maanjbackbeilride! 


Sball Ibe ibirp 


.»|nirprOTokenij>ido? 


Forbid it, bea< 


ena< Reject the rein; 


Yoor >b.n.e. j. 


>«r iofamy. diHiaie. 


Let bin, the li< 


ID firal coalrol, 
>i>r'. r.n.iith'.1 irrnwl. 



A Steed advanoed before the r 
With age and long eiperience 
Arannd be cait his IhOBghtrul 



Tor o*^*" ";„ »\\ o«f *'" ert'» 8»'".' 

Since e'*'^ ori,er'» -""rj „i„d. 

\oA »o^ "u cease*' „,.>jitteO. 
*TheWn.'^'°„ee»tot».^»* 




'eued into wnlb, nhat pitience betn 
be Do[>j fool who penererei I 
Tlie morolag »BLe>. the HunUniiD loii] 
t once rush fprtli the jajFul IlDunda ; 
hej neck the wopd wiih eager pice, 
hraDgbbu>b,ihroii|ibbrier,expluretliecl 
ow Bcilter'd wide Ihej IfJ the pliin, 
Dd Mulf the dewy Inrfin vmin. 
/bat cire, whai in ' 



>li>tai 



erul Kileno 






gofJil 









le (lie K 
He imi penii 

Tbe HanUmin la tlie cltunonr Die 
The gnucking luh he amartlj pliet. 
Hii ribi ill Helk'd, willi bonling toi 
The poppy Uinii expreu'd bit moKd : 

"I know the maaicoriii; longae 
Long HIHM tbe pack nilb envjr Uaag 
Wblt <f ill not »pile \ Tfaeie bitter ii 
I axe to mj iii|>erioi- p.rta." 

"When puppies prite ((he Hdd(id 
The; ibon both ignonnce aod pride 
Foola may oi 



For 



invy « 



Had not thy fori 
Procllim'd Ihee 



lofp. 



mighl'tt 

:'er Ihy fooliBb no 

als, to Ulking eit 





THE POET AMD TBE ROSE. 

I BJTi the man vbo bnildi bii Dune 
Od rningof (aather'i tunt: 
Utot pradei, bj obinclen o'erliirowDj 
ImMginfl tbftt they rau« tlielr own ; 
Una KribUen, coTelom of pruM, 
Think iluider on tnuipluil the btj*. 
BcBiitia ind bards bira equal prids, 
With bolh all riiala are decried : 
Wbo praim Leabia't ejes and featnre, 
Hut call her liiter 'awkward creature ; 
For (he kind flallerj'i lare to cbara, 
Wbed oe some other njmpb disarm. 

Aa in the ooal of earl j da; 
APpelian^t Ibe aweeti oEMaj, 



How bappy stiouiu a p. > . . 
Might I supply that envied place 

With never fading love ! 
There, Phcenix-like, beneath ber eye. 
Involved in fragrance, barn and die. 

" Know, hapless flower ! that thoa sbi 
More fragrant Roses there : 

I see thy withering head reclined 
With envy and despair ! 

One common fate we both mast pro? 

YoD die with envy, I with love." 

" Spare your comparisons (repliei 
An angry Rose, who grew beside), 
Of all mankind yoa should not flonf 
What can a Poet do without us ; 
^n Averv love song Roses bloom ; 



— 1 



rvoi*ln*nA • 




'., HORSE, AMD SUEFUERD 3 



THiladofill-nDfficieDt 
With modealj ne'er dai 
PrcmmiDfi oa bis own ' 
On all ilike hii longae 
Hil aoilj joka at nodi 
And perllj apatten hie 



Soon as the trotting steed he b 

He sUrts, he cocks his dapper 

Away he scours, assanhs bis h< 

Now near him snarls, now barl 

With shrill impertinence atten 

Nor leaves him till the Tillage 

In chanced, upon his evil d 

A Pad came pacing down the 

The Cnr, with never ceasing 1 

Upon the passing traveller spi 

The Horse, from scorn, prove 

Flung backward : rolling in t 

The Puppy howl'd, and bleed 

The Pad in peace pursued hit 

A Shepherd's Dog, who sa 

Detesting the vexacious bree 

Bespoke him thus : " When < 

T«K«* Irinilln wrath. contempt 
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Crowd (ha tM court. Wilb hollow lone 
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Let ererj wrTut spoik [ 
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All, It the word, sir, 


Btch'd 


! forth their 


hani). 


Fever, with bnrni 


"Shf 


™t pOMBB-d 




AdTUWod, and for tl 


be wa 


nd addreH- 


d: 


•■ I (0 the vieelil; 
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appeal. 




Let tiiofe nprea* ni; 


,ferT 


taXJKti.; 





9^W ""^ laciou* »W^^'" *e ere'' 
1 8-e"'l*nd««*«"!e though 




f.bU «"-""■ 



i ,1\ Ihe rerti 

^„jB.e^« tend, 

,rge on •"" "" r' ,nii »ll-" 





A Gardener orpe«nIUr lute 
On ■ ^oung Hog hia ravonr placed. 
Who fed not witli the common herd ; 
Hia tra; wu lo the hall prererr'd ; 
He wallow'd andemeath the board. 
Or in hil master's chamber anored. 
Who CoaHj stroked him eiery daj, 
And langht bim all the pnppj's plajr. 
Where'er be «enl, the grantin); friei: 
Ne'er faii'd bia pleainre to attend. 

Aa on a (irae (be loving pur 
Walk'd forth to lend Ibe garden'a car 
The master Ihua addrera'd the Snine 
" Mr house, my garden, aW i^Vhlu 




FABLE XLVIII. 

On tarnipfl feait whene er too please, 
And riot in inj beans and peas ; 
If the potato's taste delight, 
Or the red carrot's sweet invite. 
Indulge thy morn and evening hours, 
B«t let doe care regard my flowers :. 
My tulips are my garden's pride : 
Wbst Tast expense those beds snppHed !" 
Tbe Hog by chance one morning roam'> 
Where with new ale the vessels foam'd : 
He Mnncbes now tho steaming grains, 
Now with fnll swill the liquor drains. 
lotosucating fumes arise ; 
He reels, he rolls his winking eyes ; 
Then staggering through the garden scours, 
And treads down painted ranks of flowers : 
With delving suout he turns the soil. 
And cools his palate with the spoil. 
The Master came, the ruin spied ; 
** Villain ! suspend thy rage (he cried^ 
Hast thou, thou most ungrateful sot. 
My charge, my only charge, forgot ? 
What, all my flowers !" No more be said. 
But gasEed, and sigh'd, and hong his head. 

The Hog with stuttering speech returns : 
' Explain, Sir, why your anger burns. 
lee there, untouched, your tulips strown ; 
W I devour'd the roots alone." 
At this the Gardener's passion grows ; 
''om oaths and threats he fell to blows : 
)e stubborn brute the blow sustains, 
vaults bis leg, and tears the veins. 



190 






All, rooliih SnatD 1 (oo late yon find 
Thit sljea itere for Hicb Sneoit de^gu'd ! 

Homewird lie linp* with palbliil paoe, 
Reflmtiug tlrnt on pwt diigncs : 
" Who cfaerisfaea « brutal nute 
Shall nouru \ht follj lODii or lata." 
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Sajs »»»• ^vffCcttt bis eye. 

A. from a "''^^'''l.od »rche* »Vy. 

The moot. .»<»»>^;^4„t Beaten :tl 

Hi. cooteroplauoo Jonon» • 

*f.Wb«nlheboWth«8^^^^j„, 

And the «i«e«»,-tt,e main. 

Th<"««*JCrr«getbe«oo'" 
The be.»w;h" '•;,;„», of «J. 

Tbe day. *V««^bJ Heaven 
A„dkno«."*^^b„m»nk«' 
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U.leMtocmeyoo.tin 
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The child, wboninidnj 
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HMh Mldon. knuwn . 
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Til tbg. in rriej>d>l.ipi 


i; who. 
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Oo nwiij, rarely UnA b 


, friead. 




A Hire who, iu > ci 


Vil W.J. 




Complied <rith e.erj 


thing, lil 
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Wu koown h^ all ibe 


boBtial t 


run 


Wbo biuDl Ihe wood. 


otfTtze 


the 




. offend, 




And everj creilure w 


BB lier fr 


iend 


A> fortb ibe wei.l, i 


.1 early , 


U»r 


To UMe tba dew-besp. 


rinkled 1 
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Sbe beiirB tbe near adiBnce ordeilh; 
She doublet (o miilead Ihe bound. 

Till, rajoliug in tbe public wai, 
HairdeudniUile 
Wlial 



le guping I.J, 



nllbe Hume uppeBr'd ill \ie 

■■ Let me (mjs sbe), jnor b.ek an.i 

And otTO mj Hfelj Is a frieod. 

Yoo kno« mj feet betr.j mj flight: 

To rrieodabip eierj banleni lighl," 

Tbe Hone replied ; " Poor hooeat 

It grievM my beirl lo lee Ibee Ibns : 

Be oomrurled, r<lieri< near, 

And all jour Frienda are in the renr." 

She next the siBtelj Bnll imj.lored 

And Iboa replied Ibe migbl; lord 



lell 



Tbil I sincorel; wiih }du well 
I mar, xllboul oflenco, prelum 
To lake the rreedom of a Trienc 



on knon all other things give pi bo 
) leare jfoa Ihui might leem DDkini 
m we, llio Cost is jii«t behind." 



" Kj bank (nn he), ■■«; do 3'ciii biriii ; 
Tbe Sheep'i M )MDd, lod wool u narm." 

Tbe Sbecp wM fMble, *iid oomplun'd 
HU adM > loid or wool ■nitun'd ; 
Said be wu ■low ; CDoleB'd bia fan ; 
For bonndu e«t Sbeep u well u Him. 

8bs now (he trolling; CalFiddreu'd, 
To Hie Crom death ■ friend dittreu'd : 

" Sball J (hji he), of lender ige, 
In thii iniportMl rare eogngBf 
Older and abler pan'd ;oii bj ; 
How itron; are Ihoae i bow weak an I < 
Should I ^reanme to bear jou hence, 
~ - ■ . - ■ iiij offence. 



But 



a, then 



jonl 



ida, ila>! rnunt part. 
ir (ball we all lament! Adieu; 
*ae the tionadi are just in liew." 
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PART II. 

ADVBRTISBHENT. 
TbtH Fublci mm nnlihcd by Mr. Git, and inKn 

iKejF were 1(0, wiUi his olhft pipen, w Ike cir 
hii noble Mtai anit palrun ibe Dofce vf Qki 
berry. wboptrmilLecliIifmKtbepriDled rrom 




TwiM wordi ind meiningi ss too plm 
Hilt Ungaage. bj jDur >kill mule pliu 
Wilt band lo hionr eierj ulient; 
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Hence is the bar with fees 80| 
Hence eloquence takes either si 
Your band would have but palti 
Could everj man express bis me 
Who dares presume to pen a dee 
Unless yon previonsl? are fee'd? 
'Tis drawn ; and, to augment the 
In dull prolixity engrost. 
And now weVe well secured by 1 
Till the next brother finds a flaw. 

Read o'er a will. Was't ever 1 
But yon conld make the will yoni 
For when you read, 'tis with iotei 
To find out meanings never meant 
Since things are thus, m defendend 
I bar fallacious mu«ndo. 

Sagacious Porta's skill could tr 
Some h«a«* ft» w-J -- 



PABLB I. J29 

Like him I draw from geoeral natare ; 
Is't I or joQ, tbeo, fix tlie satire ! — 

So, Sir, I beg jroa spare joar pains 
Id making comments on mj strains. 
All private slander I detest, 
I jndge not of my neighbour's breast : 
Party and prejudice I hate, 
And write no libels on the stale. 

Shall not my Fable censure vice. 
Because a knave is over nice ? 
And, lest the guilty hear and dread. 
Shall not the decalogue be read ? 
in lash vice in general fiction, 
Is*t I apply, or self-<;onviction ? 
Brutes are my theme : am I to blame. 
If men in morals are the same 1 
I no man call or ape or ass ; 
Tis his own conscience holds the glass. 
Thus void of all offence I write : 
Who claims the fable knows his right. 

A Shepherd's Dog, nnskill'd in sports, 
Pick'd up acquaintance of all sorts; 
Among the rest a Fox he knew : 
By frequent chat their friendship grew. 

Says Reynard, " 'Hs a cruel case, 
'hat man should stigmatise our race, 
o doubt, among us rogues you find, 

) among dogs and human kind ; 

\d yet (unknown to me and you) 

ere may be honest men and true. 

IS slander tries whate'er it can 
put us on the foot with mikQ. 



130 FABLE I. 

Let my own actions reooniiiiend ; 
No prejudice can blind a friend : 
You know me free from all disguise ; 
My honour, as my life, I prize." 

By talk like this, from all mistrost 
The Dog was cured, and thought him just. 

As on a time the Fox held forth 
On conscience, honesty, and worth, 
Sadden he stopp'd ; he cock'd his ear; 
Low dropp'd his brushy tail with fear. 

" Bless us ! the hunters are abroad : 
What's all that clatter on the road ?" 

" Hold (says the Dog), we're safe from harm, 
'Twas nothing but a false alarm : 
At yonder town 'tis market day ; 
Some farmer's wife is on the way ; 
'Tis so ; I know her piebald mare, 
Dame Dobbins with her poultry ware." 

Reynard grew huff. Says he, " This sneer 
From yon I little thought to hear ; 
Your meaning in your looks I see : 
Pray what's Dame Dobbins, friend, to me ? 
Did I e'er make her poultry thinner? 
Prove that I owe the dame a dinner." 

" Friend (quoth the Cur), I meant no harm ; 
Then why so captious ? why so warm ? 
My words, in common acceptation. 
Could never give this provocation. 
No Iamb, for aught I ever knew. 
May be more innocent than you." 

At this gall'd Reynard winced, and swore 
Sach langaage ne er was given before. 



Tlij gain tbe«e i|ipUcHllon> Bpeik : 
Sirrab, 'da oonncience maLei ;rou aqneik." 

So Hjing, DO Ihe Fox he fliea : 
Tbe ielt«onTicle(] felau di«k 





Ta a Friend t» the Country. 

Ere I begin, I mnal prenuie 
Oar Biinialen are good ud wite ; 
So, thDDgfa, niiioiant longnM apid?. 



ten,andBa(ib like Folk, 
IS fool niijr take offence ; 
ID ? He knowi fail oku pri 
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Tbey flatter him, bis foes defame. 
So lull the pangs of guilt and sbaroe. 
If schemes of lucre haunt his brain. 
Projectors swell bis greedy train : 
Vile brokers ply his private ear 
"With jobs of plunder for the year ; 
All consciences must bend and ply ; 
You must vote on, and not know why : 
Through thick and thin you must go o 
One scruple, and your place is gone. 

Since plagues like these have cursed 
And favourites cannot always stand. 
Good courtiers should for change be n 
And not have principles too steady ', 
For should a knave engross the power 
(Grod shield the realm from that sad ho 
He roust have rogues or slavish fools ; 
' For what's a knave without his tools? 

Wherever those a people drain. 
And strut with infamy and gain, 
I envy not their guilt and state. 
And scorn to share the public bate. 
Let their own servile creatures rise. 
By screening fraud, and venting lies : 
Give roe, kind Heaven, a private statioi 
A mind serene for contemplation : 
Title and profit I resign ; 
The post of honour shall be mine. 



1 



• — When impious men bear sway 
The post of honoor is a private station. 

A 
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My Fable read, their merits Tiew, 
Then herd who will with saoh a crew. 

In dajs of jrore (mj oaQtioas rhymes 
Always except the preseot times) 
A greedy Valtore, skill 'd in game, 
Inured to gnilt, nnawed by shame. 
Approached the throne in evil hour. 
And step by step intrndes to power : 
When at the royal Eagle's ear, 
He longs to ease the monarch's care. 
The monarch grants. With pride elate. 
Behold him minister of state ! 
Aroond him throng the featber'd rout ; 
Friends mnst be served, and some must out ; 
Each thinks his own the best pretension ', 
This asks a place, and that a pension. 

The Nightingale was set aside : 
A forward Daw his room supplied. 

" This bird (says he) for business fit. 
Hath both sagaci^ and wit : 
With all his turns, and shifts, and tricks. 
He's docile, and at nothing sticks : 
fben with his neighbours one so free 
It all times will connive at me." 

The Hawk had due distinction shown, 

9r parts and talents like his own. 

Thousands of hireling Cocks attend him, 
blustering bullies to defend him. 
Vt once the Ravens were discarded, 
\ Magpies with their posts rewarded. 
Those fowls of omen I detest 
pry into another's nest. 
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SUte-lie* mult loM all good intaDt, 
For tbej Toreiee and croik tbe' cTent. 
Hj friendi ne'er tbink, bal Ulk li; role, 
Speak obit tfaej're (an^ht, and to to vote.' 
" When ruguw like tbew (» SparnMr or 

I onnrt no fivnar, aik go pl«c«, 
Fron •Dch prelerinenl ii diq[raoe. 
Within mj thalob'd r«treal I Hod 
(What IheM ne'er feel) true peace of mind 
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Wben we, with saperfioial Tiew, 
Gaze on the rich, we're dazzled too. 
We know that wealth, well nnderatood, 
Hath frequent power of doing g^ood. 
Then fancy that the thing is done. 
As if the power and will were one. 
Thns oft the cheated crowd adore 
The thriving knaves that keep 'em poor. 

The cringing train of power sorvej ; 
What creatures are so low as thej ! 
With what obseqnionsness they bend ! 
To what vile actions condescend ! 
Their rise is on their meanness bnilt. 
And flattery is their smallest gnilt. 
What homage, reverence, adoration, 
In every age, in every nation. 
Have sycophants to power address'd ! 
No matter who the power possessed. 
Let ministers be what they will, 
Yon find their levees always fill : 
E'en those who have perplex*d a state. 
Whose actions claim contempt and hate. 
Had wretches to applaad their schemes, 
-Thongh more absurd than madmen's dream 
When barbarous Moloch was invoked. 
The blood of infants only smoked ! 
But here (unless all history lies) 
Whole realms have been a sacrifice. 

Look through all courts : 'tis power we i 
The general idol of mankind ; 
There worship'd under every shape : 
Alike the lion, fox, and ape. 
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He Gnger'd eierj tiling be found, 
And mimio'd *1l Ibe aervuta roand ', 
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^ow'd bin for everj bnaineu Gl. 
Witb all theee lilaoM 'twia bol jnit 
That Pag ibonld bold a place of Inut ; 
S» to faer riToarils wu ini)cn'd 
Tbe obarge of ill her fealber'd kind. 
T<n> fail to tend 'em eye and morn. 
And portion out tbeir dulj corn. 

BiAold him dow. with haugbl; itride. 
AianniB a miniiterial pride. 
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The !oire»t ormj fawning crowd." 

'•PrODdfooli (replie>tbeGaoM)'lii^ 
Thj corn ■ flnllenng levee drew ; 
Par thai I join'd the bangrj (rain. 
And aotd thee flillerj far Ihy grain : 
Bat then, as now. conceited Ape, 
We wr thee in th; proper ahape." 
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To a Coxcomb, 

Thit mta miiat ttailj viser gro*', 
WlioH Kirch it bent bimteiriD knii 
liDparliBl]^ he wei^tu bis »cape. 
And on firm ntatn ronnda liii hope 
He triei fail Birength before tfae nci 
And never »eeki bii ana diigrace ; 
He knoni Ihe eompui, uil. and oai 
Or never lioiichei rron tbe tbDre ; 
ts be builds, compalei Ibe cost 
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ittj other Gnda 'em li|;ht. 
Nol Ibxt ill Coicombo' rollies strike. 
And draw onr ridicnle alike ; 
To diSoreDt ineriu eicb prelenda : 
Tbii in loie-TaaUr Iraiiscendi ; 
That, imitteD with bii face and hlispe, 

T' DtLer vf ilh learning crams hi> iJieir, 
KnoRi booki, and all thinga bat biniseir. 
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Now, meddling in the soldiers' trid 
Troops must be bired, and levies nad 
He gives ambassadors their one, 
His cobbled treaties to renew : 
And annual taxes must suffice 
The current blunders to disguise. 
When his crude schemes in air are loi 
And millions scarce defraj the CMt, 
His arrogance (nought nndismaj'd) 
Trusting in self-sufficient aid. 
On other rocks misguides the realm. 
And thinks a pilot at the helm. 
He ne*er suspects his want of skill. 
But blunders on from ill to ill ; 
And when he fails of all intent. 
Blames only unforeseen event. 
Lest jou mistake the application. 
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He boutcd nnivenwl paria: 
Prigmatic. busy, buitliof;, hold. 
Hi* irrogauM vaa nDconlraU'd ; 
And tliu be nitde hi* paiij good, 
Aod gren — dicUlor of llie vrood. 
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So ■*)ing, with aadicioDi pride, 
He gtinM Ibe Boat, and cVimba Oie uit. 
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The Bear, presaminfi^ iu bis skill. 
Is here and there officious still ; 
Till, strikiDg on the daogerons saads* 
Aground the shatter 'd vessel stuids. 
To see the bangler tbos distrest'd. 
The very fishes sneer and jest : 
E'en gudgeons join in ridicule 
To mortify the meddling fool. 
The clamorous watermen appear ; 
Threats, curses, oaths insult his ear : 
Seized, thrash 'd, and cbain'd, he's d 

land; 
Derision sbonts along tbe strand. 




THE MITIRB AND Big CDS. 
Tb a Counlry Gentlnnan. 
r« ind Bimplfl heart 
TbnMgh life' dixliim ■ daabls pvt ; 
He MTer needa the •creen oT lira, 
Hii inward bomn to dii^niie : 
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I«t Ehvj imrl, let Slawi 
From Virtna'i iihieid (»ciire rroin woDn 
Their hioDled Tenoia'd flfaiif^ reboDud. 
So ibiaei fail lighl berore mankind, 
Hifl aotioDt prore bii boacBl minJ. 

DebadDg »Dite> lo edviM, 
Uabribed, hmwmI, be darea impart 
ne taoDMl dicUles of liii bearl : 
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.. ..w 'j^us fcwuf^uos luruia ine court 
Did princely ears to trntb attend. 
What minister coald gain bis end ! 
How coald he raise his tools to place 
And how his honest foes disgrace t 

That politician tops hb part. 
Who readily can lie with art : 
The man's proficient in bis trade ; 
His power is strong, his fortane*s ma< 
By that the interest of the throne 
Is made sabservient to his own ; 
By that have kings of old, deluded, 
All their own friends, for bis, exo1od( 
By that, his selfish schemes parsuing 
He thrives opon the pablic ruin. 

Antiochus*, with bardy pace, 
Provoked the dangers of the chase ; 
And, lost from all his menial trun. 




TheKi, 


.g(».ll0D. 




•"J) 


Might I 


ie(Godhleuhiin!)h»i 


s hi) waj, 


I>>auii( 


111 heart, >d 


id mean, on 


rBooil. 


And he 


would do it 


ifhecoold. 




irtnilh 


in courta wi 


<re not Imb 


id, 


Nor Vh 


igs nor rabje 


cts would b 


erid. 


Wereh 


e in power, 


we need not 


I donht bim . 


Bat Ihi 


t i™i.ferr-d 


10 IhoK lb 


oot him, 


Oo thep 


a be throws 


the regal c> 




And what miDd llie< 


t> Their own affaira. 


Tr.nch 




indB be Irns 


". 


The be! 


.tofmeiin,, 


» seem onju 




Fronk 


ing. to coU, 


\en 'tit the 


Hme; 



ond Ibeii 
Id ihia our nei^boara all agree : 
Wonid Ihe King knew aa macb as we !"— 
Here he atopp'd iliorl. Repose Ihej aough 
The PeaaanI alepl, Ihe Monarch thonj[hl. 

The ooartiera learn'd, U earl; dawn, 
Where (heir lout aoiereign was withdrawn. 
The guards' approach oor host alarms ; 
With gand; coats Iho collage Bwarma. 
The crown and [inrple robes Ihej bring. 
And proslraU fail before the King. 
The Clown was call'd ; llie rojal gneal 
By due reward bis thanks eiprens'd. 
The King then, tnrning to Ibe crowd, 
Wbn Awninglf before him bow'd, 
Thns spoke: "Since, benl on pritate gain, 
Yonr connsela first misled m; reign, 
Tanghtand inforni'd bj yon alone, 
No Iritb Ibe ro;Bl ear halh Vdovid. 



Franker and bolder grown In ill 
He dailj poisons dares instil ; 
And, as bis present views suggest. 
Inflames or sooths tbe royal breast : 
Tbus wicked ministers oppress^ 
Wben oft tbe monarch means redress. 
Would kings their private subjects 
A minister must talk with fear; 
If honesty opposed his views, 
He dared not innocence accuse; 
'Twould keep him in such narrow boa 
He could not right and wrong confoon 
Happj were kings could they disclose 
Their real friends and real foes ! 
Were both themselves and subjecte km 
A monarch's will might be his own. 
Had he the use of ears and eyes, 
Knaves would no more hn nnnn«<»i -^-. 
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Sqaire, by whim directed, 
ich dogs of chase neglected : 
>08rd no hoand was fed ; 
iT stroked the spaniel's head, 
ur, alone caress'd, 
anish'd all the rest. 
;ar ; and defamation 
I scope of conversation, 
ts must be preferr'd ; 
e made for all his herd : 
3 bring his schemes about, 

ervants all must out. •( j 

a every creature flew 
;at men's puppies do), 
)urt to him were shown, 
ir face and business known : 
igne an audience found ; 
.11 the tenants round ; 

lived in constant fear, 

chance should interfere. 
;r dared intrude, 
ir his heels pursued, 
ith rage, now struck with dread, | 

larled, bit, and fled. ' i 

i, with bristling hair, ' i 

ecret growls his fear: 
I but Truth, in this disguise, 

: my best guarded lies ? j-i ; 

bus mark'd) admittance find, ' = i - 

ur my ruin's sign'd." ^r^ 

( howl's continued sound, ?<{ 

were lost, the voice was drown'd. i ' - 
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Bj her seduced, in amoroos pUj* 
They frisk'd the jojoas hoars awij : 
Thns by ontimely love parsaing, 
like Antony he soag^ht his rain. 

For now, the 'Squire, nnvexM with 
An honest neighbour's chat enjoys; 
" Be free (says he), your mind imparl 
I love a friendly open heart. 
Methinks my tenants shun my ji^te ; 
li^^hy such a stranger grown of late! 
Pray tell me what ofieuce they find : 
'Tis plain they're not so well inclined 

" Turn off your Cur (the Farmer c 
Who feeds your ear with daily lies. 
His snarling insolence offends : 
'Tis he that keeps you from your friei 
Were but that saucy pnppy checked. 
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nrj might break all bonndi 
PlBtD, table, horBfls, alenards, hoand 
Might Bwell jonr debu : theu, iuil < 
Ho regal incune can delrif . 
Sunk is all credit, nrita auai], 
And doom ^our ruture life lo jail. 

Or werejou digoified nilb puwei 
Would that avert one paniivubimt 
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''oa might give avarice its swing, 
>efraad a nation, blind a king : 
lieu from the hirelings in jonr caase, 
liongfa daily fed with false applause, 
/onld it a real joy impart ? — 
vreat g^ilt knew never joy at heart. 

Is happiness yonr point in view ? 
I mean the' intrinsic and the true) 
(he nor in camps or courts resides, 
i^or in the hnmble cottage hides ; 
fet found alike in every sphere ; 
¥ho finds content will find her there. 

Overspent with toil, beneath the shade, 
k Peasant rested on his spade : 

'* Good gods ! (he cries) 'tis hard to bear 
Phis load of life from year to year ! 
Soon as the morning streaks the skies, 
ndostrions Labour bids me rise ; 
¥ith sweat I earn my homely fare, 
knd every day renews my care." 

Jove heard the discontented strun, 
ind thus rebuked the murmuring swain : 

" Speak out your wants, then, honest Friei 
Jnjust complaints the gods offend, 
f you repine at partial Fate, 
nstruct me what could mend yonr state, 
f ankiud in every station see. 
Vhat wish yon ? tell me what youM be." 

So said, upborne upon a cloud, 
!'he Clown survey *d the anxious crowd. 

" Yon face of Care (says Jove), behold, 
lis bulky bags are fill'd with gold : 
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Now Avarice with insatiate jaws. 
Now Rapine with lier harpy claws, 
His bosom tears : his conscious breast 
Groans with a load of crimes oppress'd. 
See him, mad and drunk with power. 
Stand tottering on Ambition's tower. 
Sometimes, in speeches vain and proad. 
His boasts insult the nether crowd ; 
Now, seized with giddiness and fear. 
He trembles lest his fall is near. 

" Was ever wretch like this ! (he cries) 
Sucli misery in such disguise ! 
The change, O Jove ! I disavow ; 
Still be my lot the spade and plough." 

He next, confinn'd by speculation. 
Rejects the lawyer's occupation ; 
For he the statesman seem'd in part. 
And bore similitude of heart. 
Nor did the soldier's trade inflame 
His hopes with thirst of spoil and fame : 
The miseries of war he moarn'd ; 
Whole nations into deserts tnrn'd. 

By these have laws and rights been braved ; 
By these was free-born man enslaved : 
When battles and invasion cease. 
Why swarm they in the lands of peace? 
" Such change (says he) may I decline ; 
The scythe and civil arms be mine !" 
Thus, weighing life in each condition. 
The Clown withdrew his rash petition. 

When thus the God : " How mortals err ! 
If you true happiness prefer. 
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What is't who rules in other lands 7 
On trade alone thj glorj stands : 
That benefit is unconfined, 
DifiTosing good among mankind : 
That first gave Instre to thy reigns, 
And scatter'd plenty o'er thy plains : 
'TIS that alone thy wealth supplies. 
And draws all Europe's envioas eyes. 
Be commerce, then, thy sole design ; 
Keep that, and all the world is thine. 

When naval traffic ploughs the main, 
Who shares not in the merchant's gain ? 
'Tis that supports the regal state, 
And makes the farmer's heart elate : 
The numerous flocks that clothe the land 
Can scarce supply the loom's demand ; 
Prolific culture glads the fields, 
And the bare heath a harvest yields. 

Nature expects mankind should share 
The duties of the public care. 
Who's born for sloth*? To some we find 
The ploughshare's annual toil assign'd : 
Some at the sounding anvil glow : 
Some the swift sliding shuttle throw ; 
Some, studious of the wind and tide, 
From pole to pole our commerce guide : 
Some (taught by industry) impart 
With bands and feet the works of art ; 
While some, of genius more refined. 
With bead and tongue assist mankind ; 
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" Well, Pass (says Mao), aod what can i 
To benefit the pablic do?" 

The Cat replies : " These teeth, these cl 
With vigilance shall serve the canse. 
The mouse, destroyed by my parsnit, 
No longer shall your feasts pollute ; 
Nor rats, from nightly ambuscade, 
With wasteful teeth year stores invade." 

" I grant (says Man) to general use 
Your parts and talents may conduce ; 
For rats and mice purloin our grain. 
And thrashers whirl the flail in vain : 
Thus shall the Cat, a foe to spoil, 
Protect the farmer's honest toil." 

Then, turning to the Dog, he cried, 
" Well, Sir, be next your merits tried.** 

"Sir (says the Dog), by self-applause 
We seem to own a friendless cause. 
Ask those who know me, if distrust 
E'er found me treacherous or unjust? 
Did I e'er faith or friendship break 1 
Ask all those creatures, let them speak. 
My vigilance aod trusty zeal 
Perhaps might serve the public weal. • 
Might not your flocks in safety feed, 
Were I to g^ard the fleecy breed ? 
Did I the nightly watches keep. 
Could thieves invade yon while you sleep' 

The Man replies : " 'Tis just and right ', 
Rewards such service should requite. 
So rare, in property, we find 
Trust uncorrupt among mankind, 
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Stadioa* of elegance uid ease, 
HjHif ilone I Kek lo pleaie." 

Tbe Man hia pert conceit derido, 
And Ibna tbe aselesa coxcomb chidei: 

" Hence, Troni Ibat peacli, that dowDj ■) 
No idle fool denrrei to eat. 
CoDid joa bate lapp'd the blBshiog rind. 
And on that pnip ambrosial dined, 
Had not Hine liand, nilh skill and toil. 
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Oo which sooh dM[HO«ble need, 
Unpitied, is radooed to feed. 
Besides, tud selfish Insect, leuv, 
(If joa can right and wrong diaoem) 
That he who, with indostriona ami, 
Contribates to the public weal, 
Bj adding to the common good. 
His own bath rigbtlj anderstood." 

So sajing, with a sadden blow. 
He laid the noxioas vagrant low. 
Crushed in his luxarj and pride. 
The spunger on the public died. 





*Tliit iDtflretti too, perverta tfae w 
Tbat briba bate blinded coDmci 
Foil'd reuoD, Irotb, ud eloqueii. 



righteoi 



/ 



I knoir tbit in t nodera Gil 

Bribu in foil snerg; >ubi»(. 

Siiwe Ibcn thsH u-gmoeoti prsTiil, 

Add ilohing [Wlnu Hre Blill hi fnil, 

Heooa Polilioiuii, jon ■ngjeil, 

SIWBid drire tliB nul thU gQm^lic\mX', 



-^ucee gives eloquence its spirit; 
That on\y ,s the client's merit. 
Does art^it, ^i^o„^ ^^ ^j 

Oblain the prostitute's caress? 
I he guinea (as in other trades) " 

Man (Scripture says) is prone to c 

But does that vindicate the devil? 
Besides, the more mankind are pro, 

The less the devil's parts are shown 
Corruptaon snot of modern date: 
It hath been tried in everj sUte. 

Grea knaves of old their power har 
By places pensions, bribes, dispense 
By these they gloried in succe^ 

And impudently dared oppress: 
By these despotically they sway'd. 
And slaves extoll'd the hand that Lh 
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Night after night be weighs the case ; 
And feels the terrors of disgrace. 

" By friends (says he) V\\ guard mj sett, 
By those malicioas tongaes defeat ; 
I'll strengthen power by new allies 
And all my clamorous foes despise." 

To make the generous beasts his friends, 
He cringes, fawns, and condescends; 
But those repulsed his abject ooort. 
And scorn'd oppression to support. 
Friends must be had. He can't subsist. 
Bribes shall new proselytes enlist ; 
But these nought weigh'd in honest paws; 
For bribes confess a wicked cause : 
Yet think not every paw withstands 
What hath prevailed in human hands. 

A tempting turnip's silver skin 
Drew a base Hog through thick and thin: 
Bought with a Stages delicious haunch. 
The mercenary Wolf was staunch : 
The conyert Fox grew warm and hearty, 
A pullet gain'd him to the party : 
The golden pippin in his fist, 
A chattering Monkey join'd the list. 

But soon, exposed to public hate. 
The favourite's fall redressed the state. 
The Leopard, vindicating right. 
Had brought his secret frauds to light. 
As rats, before the mansion falls, 
Desert late hospitable walls. 
In shoals the servile creatures run. 
To bow before the rising sun. 
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Saob freedoms in yonr works are shown, 
Thej can't enjoj what's not their own. 
All dunces, too, in chnrch and state, 
In frothy nonsense show their bate ; 
With all the petty scribbling crew, 
(And those pert sots are not a few) 
'Gainst yoa and Pope their envy spnrt ; 
The booksellers alone are hart. 

Grood gods ! by what a powerful race 
(For blockheads may have power and place) 
Are scandals raised, and libels writ, 
To prove yonr honesty and wit ! 
Think with yourself: those worthy men. 
You know, have sufTer'd by your pen. 
From them you've nothing but your due. 
From hence, 'tis plain, your friends are few. 
Except myself, I know of none. 
Besides the wise and good alone. 
To set the case in fairer light, 
My Fable shall the rest recite ; 
Which (though unlike our present state) 
I for the moral's sake relate. 

A Bee of cunning, not of parts, 
Luxurious, negligent of arts. 
Rapacious, arrogant, and vain. 
Greedy of power, but more of gain, 
Corruption sow'd throughout the hive : 
By petty rogues the great ones thrive. 

As power and wealth his views supplied ; 
'Twas seen in overbearing pride. 
With him loud impudence had merit ; 
The Bee of conscience wanted spirit ; 
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And those who followed hoooor** ralet 
Were laagh'd to scorn for sqaeamish fools. 
Wealth claimed distinction, favour, grace, 
And poverty alone was base. 
He treated industry with slight. 
Unless he found his profit by't. 
Rights, laws, and liberties give waj. 
To bring his selfish schemes in plaj. 
The swarm forgot the common toil. 
To share the gleanings of his spoil. 

"While vulgar souls, of narrow parts, 
Waste life in low mechanic arts : 
Let us (says he), to genius bom. 
The drudgery of our fathers scorn. 
The Wasp and Drone, you roust agree, 
live with more elegance than we. 
like gentlemen they sport and play ; 
No business interrupts the day : 
Their hours to luxury they give, 
And nobly on their neighbours live.' 
A stubborn Bee, among the swarm. 
With honest indignation warm. 
Thus from his cell with zeal replied : 

*' I slight thy frowns, and hate thy pride. 
The laws our native rights protect ; 
Offending thee, I those respect. 
Shall luxury corrupt the hive, 
And none against the torrent strive 1 
Exert the honour of your race ; 
He builds his rise on your disgrace. 
'Tis industry our state maintains, 
'Twas honest toil and honest gains 
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That raited oor sires to power and f 
Be TurtiiODs; save joarselves from s 
Know that in selfish ends parsuing, 
Yon scramble for the public rain." 

He spoke ; and from his cell disrois 
Was insolently scoflTd and hiss'd : 
With him a friend or two resigrn'd, 
Disdaining the degenerate kind. 

*' These Drones (says he), these insec 
(I treat 'em in their proper style) 
May for a time oppress the state : 
They own oar virtne by their hate ; 
By that our merits they reveal. 
And recommend oor pablic zeal ; 
Disgraced by this corrnpted crew, 
Wer'e honour'd by the virtaoas few." 
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A Carrier, every nigbt aod morn, 
Woald see his horses eat their corn : 
This sunk the hostler's vails 'tis true ; 
Bat then his horses had their due. 
Were we so caatious in all cases. 
Small gain would rise from greater plat 

The manger now had all its measure 
He heard the grinding teeth with pleas 
When all at ooce confasion rang ; 
They snorted, jostled, bit, and flung. 
A Pack-horse turn'd his head aside. 
Foaming, his eyeballs swell'd with prid 

" Good gods ! (says he) how hard*s n 
Is then my high descent forgot ? 
Reduced to drudgery and disgrace 
(A life unworthy of my race). 
Must I, too, bear the vile attacks 
Of ragged scrubs and vnlgar hacks? 
See scurvy Roan, that brute ill bred. 
Dares from the manger thrust my head 
Shall I, who boast a noble line. 
On offals of these creatures dine ! 
Kick'd by old Ball ! so mean a foe ! 
My honour suffers by the blow. 
Newmarket speaks my grandsire s fame 
All jockeys still revere his name : 
There, yearly are his triumphs told. 
There all his massy plates euroH'd. 
Whene'er led forth upon the plain. 
You saw him with a livery train : 
Returning too, with laurels crown'd. 
You heard the drums and trumpets soui 
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This mast be done. Id debts of pla^ 
Your boDoor suffers no delay ; 
And not this year's and next year's rent 
The sons of Rapine can content. 

Look ronnd, the wrecks of play heboid 
Estates dismembered, mortgag^ed, sold ! 
Their owners, now to jails confined, 
Show equal poverty of mind. 
Some, who the spoil of knaves were made, 
Too late attempt to learn their trade. 
Some, for the folly of one hour. 
Become the dirty tools of power. 
And, with the mercenary list, 
Upon court-charity subsist. 

You'll find at last this maxim trae, — 
Fools are the game which knaves pnrsue. 

The forest (a whole century's shade). 
Must be one wasteful ruin made : 
No mercy's shown to age or kind j 
The general massacre is sigii'd. 
The park, too, shares the dreadful fate ; 
For duns grow loader at the gate. 
Stern clowns, obedient to the 'squire, 
(What will not barbarous hands for hire?) 
With brawny arms repeat the stroke ; 
Fallen are the elm and reverend oak. 
Through the long wood loud axes sound. 
And echo groans with every wound. 

To see the desolation spread. 
Pan drops a tear, and hangs his head : 
His bosom now with fury barns ; 
Beneath bis hoof the dice be spurns. 
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Cards, too, in peevish passion torn, 
The sport of whirling winds are borne. 

" To snails inveterate bate I bear, 
AVho spoil the Terdare of the year ; 
The caterpillar I detest, 
The blooming Spring's voracions pest ; 
The locQst, too, whose ravenous band 
Spreads sadden famine o'er the land. 
But what are these? The dice's throw 
At once hath laid a forest low. 
The cards are dealt, the bet is made, 
And the wide park hath lost its shade. 
Thus is my kingdom's pride defaced. 
And all its ancient glories waste. 
All this (he cries) is Fortune's doing : 
Tis thus she meditates my ruin. 
By Fortune, that false, fickle jade ! 
More havoc in one hour is made. 
Than all the hungry insect race. 
Combined, can in an age deface." 

Fortune, by chance, who near him pass'd 
O'erbeard the vile aspersion cast : 

"Why, Pan (says she), what's all this rant^ 
'Tis every country-bubble's cant. 
Am I the patroness of vice ? 
Is't I who cog or palm the dice ? 
Did I the shuffling art reveal. 
To mark the cards, or range the deal ? 
In all the' employments men pursue, 
I mind the least what gamesters do. 
There may (if computation's just) 
One now and then my conduct trust. 
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I blame the fool, for what can I, 
'When ninety-nine mj power defy ? 
These trust alone their fing^ers' ends. 
And not one stake on me depends. 
"Whene'er the gaming-board is set. 
Two classes of mankind are met. 
Bat if we count the greedy race, 
The knaves 611 up the gpreater space. 
^Tis a gross error held in schools. 
That Fortune always favours fools. 
In play it never bears dispute ; 
That doctrine these felPd oaks confute. 
Then why to me such rancour show 1 
'Tis Folly, Pan, that is thy foe. 
By me his late estate he won. 
But he by Folly was undone.'* 




"We diil; mmt some friend diilnu'd. 

" Wbtt un one do 7 I rose al oine 
*n5 rdtl ail hoan heton we dine : 
Six tonn! no e*rtb<j Ihing to do ! 
Wonld I bad doied in bed till two." 

A punpblet i> berore bim Bpread, 
And iIdimI hair ■ pa^ is read ; 
Tired with tbe stndj of Ibe dij, 
Tbe flailsring ibeets are ton'd amj : 
He opn bi> ■nafl'-boi, bomt an air, 
Then jiwni, ind ilretcbn in bit cbair 
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" Not twenty, by the niinate band ! 
Good gods ! (says be) my watch must stand 1 
How maddling His on books to pore ! 
I tboogbt I'd read an honr or more. 
The morning', of all hours, I hate : 
One can't contrive to rise too late." 

To make the minutes faster run, 
Then, too, bis tiresome self to shnn, 
To the next cofiee-house he speeds. 
Takes up the news, some scraps he reads. 
Saunterin}!^, from chair to chair he trails : 
Now drinks his tea, now bites his nails. 
He spies a partner of bis woe ; 
By chat afflictions lighter grow ; 
Each other's grievances they share. 
And thns their dreadful hours compare. 

Says Tom, " Since all men must confess, 
That Time lies heavy more or less, 
Why should it be so hard to get. 
Till two, a party at piquet? 
Play might relieve the lagging morn : 
By cards long wintry nights are borne. 
Does not quadrille amuse the fair. 
Night after night, throughout the year ? 
Vapours and spleen forgot, at play 
They cheat uncounted hours away.'' 

" My case (says Will) then must be hard. 
By want of skill from play debarr'd. 
Courtiers kill Time by various ways; 
Dependence wears out half their days. 
How happy these, whose Time ne'er stands ! 
Attendance takes it off their hands. 
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Were it not for this cnrsed shower, 

The Park bad wbiled awaj an hour. 

At conrt, without or place or view, 

I daily lose an hoar or two. 

It fnllv answers my design, 

When I have pick'd up friends to dine ; 

The tavern makes our burden light ; 

Wine puts our time and care to flight. 

At six (hard case !) thej call to pay. 

Where can one go ? I hate the play. 

From six till ten ! unless in sleep, 

One cannot spend the hours so cheap. 

The comedy's no sooner done, 

But some assembly is begun ; 

Loitering from room to room I stray. 

Converse, but nothing hear or say : 

Quite tired, from fair to fair I roam. 

So soon ! I dread the thoughts of home. 

From thence, to quicken slow-paced Night, 

Again my tavern friends invite : 

Here, too, our early mornings pass, 

Till drowsy sleep retard the glass." 

Thus they their wretched life bemoan. 
And make each other's case their own. 

Consider, friends, no hour rolls on 
But something of your grief is gone.. 
Were you to schemes of business bred. 
Did yon the paths of learning tread, 
Your hours, your days would fly too fast ; 
You'd then regret the minute past. 
Time's fugitive and light as wind ; 
'Tis iodoleoce that clogs your mind : 
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That load from off jonr spirits shake, 
You'll own and grieve for yoor mistalc^. 
A while yoor thoughtless spleen suspej^i^ 
Then read, and (if jon can) attend. 

As Plutns, to divert his care, 
Walk'd forth one morn to take the air, 
Cupid overtook his strutting pace. 
Each stared upon the stranger's face. 
Till recollection set 'em right. 
For each knew t' other but by sight. 
After some complimental talk, 
Time met 'em, bow'd, and join'd their walk : 
Their chat on various subjects ran, 
Bnt most, what each had done for man. 
Plutus assumes a haughty air. 
Just like onr purse-proud fellows here : 

Let kings (says he) let cobblers tell, 
"Whose gifts among mankind excel. 
Consider courts ; what draws their train ? 
Think you 'tis loyalty or gain ? 
That statesman hath the strongest hold. 
Whose tool of politics is gold ; 
Bj that, in former reigns, 'tis said. 
The knave in power hath senates led : 
Bj that alone he sway'd debates, 
Enricb'd himself, and beggar'd states. 
Forego yonr boast. You must conclude 
That's most esteem'd that's most pursued. 
Think, too, in what a wofhl plight 
That wretch must live whose pocket's light. 
Are not his hoars by want depress'd ? 
Penurious care corrodes his breast : 
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Without respect, or love, or friends. 
His solitary day descends." 

"Yon might (says Cnpid), doubt mj parts. 
My knowledge, too, in human hearts. 
Should I the power of gold dispute, 
Which great examples might confute. 
I know when nothing else prevails. 
Persuasive money seldom fails ; 
That beauty, too (like other wares), 
Its price, as well as conscience, bears. 
Then marriage (as of late profess'd) 
Is but a money-job at best. 
Consent, compliance, may be sold ; 
But Love's beyond the price of gold. 
Smugglers there are who, by retail, 
£xpose what they call love to sale ; 
Such bargains are an arrant cheat : 
You purchase flattery and deceit. 
Those who true love have ever tried 
(The common cares of life supplied) 
"So wants endure, no wishes make. 
But every real joy partake. 
All comfort on themselves depends ; 
They want nor power, nor wealth, nor friends. 
Love, then, hath every bliss in store ; 
'Tis friendship, and *tis something more. 
Each other every wish they g^ve : 
Not to know love is not to live.'' 

" Or love, or money (Time replied), 
Were men the question to decide. 
Would bear the prize : on both intent, 
My boon's neglected or misspent. 
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Did I e'er see bim inc v....^ 
By me forsook, the boards be woi 
Are scatter'd bj bis lavish son. 
By me all useful arts are gain'd ; 
Wealth, learning, wisdom is attai 
Wbo then would think (since sad 
That e'er I knew an idle boor ? 
So subtle and so swift I fly, 
Love's not more fugitive than I. 
Who hath not heard coquettes co 
Of davs, months, years, mispent i 
For time misused they pine and 
And love's sweet pleasures neve 
Those who direct their time ari/ 
If love or wealth their hopes ei 
In each pursuit fit hours emplo 
And both by time have been ef 
'*-•" *««edles8 then are mortal; 
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A Father thas addre«i*d bis frieml 
" To train my boy, and call forth m 
You know I've stock at no expena 
I've tried bim in the several arta ' 
(The lad, do doubt, bath latent pa; 
Yet trying all, be nothing knows. 
Bat, crablike, rather backward go 
Teach me what yet remains nndon 
'Tis yonr advice shall fix my son." 

'* Sir(8aysthefriend),rTe weigh' 
Excose me, for I scorn to flatter : 
Make bim (nor think his genias ol 
A herald, or an architect." 

Perhaps, (as commonly 'tis knoi 
He beard the' advice, and took hif 
The boy wants wit ; he's sent to s* 
Where learning hut improves the 
"''*'* ««n«crfl next most give him p 
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(the' inteDt of Nature foil'd) 

or a butcher spoii'd. 
ministers have roval boons 
'd on blockheads and buffoons : 
: of natare, merit, wit, 
'iends for every post were fit. 
low let every Muse confess 
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ill of times corrupt have beard, 
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all great oflices, by dozens, 
ilTd by brothers, sons, and cousins, 
natter ignorance and pride? 
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ed that his clerk was good, 
:hough he nothing understood? 
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The school had fame ; the crowded place 

ith pnpils swarm'd of every race. 

'ith these the Swan's maternal care 

ad sent her scarce-fledged cygnet heir : 

ie Hen (though fond and loath to part) 

ere lodged the darling of her heart : 

ie Spider, of mechanic kind, 

(pi red to science more refined ; 

iie Ass learned metaphors and tropes, 

nt most on music fix'd his hopes. 

The pupils now, advanced in age, 

^ere call'd to tread life's busy stage ; 

nd to the Master 'twas submitted, 

hat each might to his part be fitted : — 

* The Swan (says he) in arms shall shine ; 
be soldier's glorious toil be thine.' 

'The Cock shall mighty wealth attain : — 
o, seek it on the stormy main.' 

' The court shall be the Spider's sphere : 
ower, fortune, shall reward him there.' 

* In music's art the Ass's fame 
ball emulate Corelli's name.' 

Each took the part that he advised, 
nd all were equally despised. 

Farmer, at his folly moved, 
he dull preceptor thus reproved : 

** Blockhead (says he), by what you've done, 

ne would have thought 'em each your son ; 

or parents, to their offspring blind, 

ODSult nor parts nor turn of mind, 

iat e'en in infancy decree 

/bat this, what t' other sou shall be. 
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le broomstick o'er her bead sbe waves ; 
e sweats, she stamps, she puffs, she raves ; 
e sneaking Cor before her flies; 
e whistles, calls ; fair speech she tries, 
ese nought avail. Her choler burns; j 

e fist and cudgel threat by turns: 
ith hasty stride she preSvSes near ; 
) slinks aloof, and howls with fear. 
'* Was ever Cur so cursed ! (he cried) 
hat star did at my birth preside ! 
n I for life by compact bound 
I tread the wheel's eternal round? 
glorious task ! of all our race 
) slave is half so mean and base, 
id Fate a kinder lot assign'd, 
id form'd me of the lapdog kind, 
hen, in higher life employ'd, 
id indolence and ease enjoy 'd ; 
id, like a gentleman, caress'd, 
id been the lady's favourite guest: 
- were I sprung from spaniel line, 
as his sagacious nostril mine, 
• me, their never-erring guide, 
om wood and plain their feasts supplied, 
lights, squires, attendant on my pace, 
id shared the pleasures of the chase, 
dued with native strength and Are, 
liy caird I not the lion sire? 
lion ! such mean views I scorn : 
^y was f not of woman born 1 
lo dares with reason's power contend ? 
man we brutal slaves depend : 
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f look'd on all with enrioos eves. 
How false we jodge by what an.-. 







■""J com, 



'jnst. 



^••'■-i.'.'Z',T'""'- 

•loce tbeo I J *'=e' ' 



.^Vo *"*'•: «herf» the ro.st; 

'*»''<' ^^CuU several -=»-;• 

fh»ps »»»" „„ mote lorinent . 
envy *«»»«»„, „„„eonten • 

.•'»''<'"tcW:efo«o«-8«^'*:SK 
.itbcheerfo*^*-" 



'HiODgb beautieaufioreriorraj 
(like Bisn before the orb of dav 
Torn pile lud fade : I Dheeb my 
Admiring wbal t dare oot praix'. 
iryDD [be trlbulH dDB disdain, 
Tbe Maae'i mortiryiug slrain 

Set k'niDl; in a mural light. 

Tbougb.ncl.re.euKa Bight »t 
Ormuraoelehraledrair, 



Virioe i;an hroolt the IIioiibIUs of aj 
Tlisl iaiti the same Ihruvgh eferv s 
TbODgh yoa hy time inust anlTcr hr 
Thau ever woman lost bofore. 
Td »ge it lucb indifTerence ahonn. 

Were jou by Antoninns laugbt ! 
Or U it nativfl BtrBn)[lb nf Ibuu^ht 
That tboi, wilhoDt oonceru or fngli 
Vou view youiseir by Rcann'a ligb 

Those ejes, of id divine a raj, 
Wbal are Ihej ? 



Shall 



MD>t reel the lioi 



enl, » 



riie -retrh «'">^bJ^J 



in' 



Chi 



\ 
\ 



Wlial'sm""'" f,d»J- 

p.,b.p II" ;;,„„». l.k. t"" . 

'"■''"j.,«rii™»"'';rr 

N.. W '"■ S, ■.«•! I""" > ,. 

Then s">" „„„t^e je"' 

Tl,Bl in lh« '""J j„ golem" ot«>«^ , 
T«o iUvew s»t- ^ - j b«p"<'" ■ _ 
one li" '""''^ ' richrep>*'' 



I 



Theii 



VI. 

ie. 

»er*s steet/^ 

^'•y freed, ' 

Jntj treat f 

neat." 

Ie, 

bis spade, 
••tber tboagbt, 
»*onght. 
ring fowls ; 
an owls f 
nore respect ; 
fleet? 

me right, 
and tight) 
possess'd, 

rest. 

*e proceed ? 
ndeed. 
f prey 
betray ; 
be found 
Jnd) 



ice. 



' meant. 



FABLE XVI. 209 

They praised dead horse, luxurious food. 
The venison of the prescient brood ! 

The Sexton's indip^nation moved, 
The mean comparison reproved ; 
Their undiscerning palate blamed, 
Which two legg'd carrion thus defamed. 

Reproachful speech from either side 
The want of argument supplied : 
They rail, revile ; as often ends 
The contest of disputing friends. 

** Hold (says the fowl), since human pride 
With confutation ne'er complied. 
Let's state the case, and then refer 
The knotty point, for taste may err." 

As thus he spoke, from out the mould 
An Earth-worm, huge of size, unrolled 
His monstrous length : they straight agree 
To choose him as their referee : 
So to the' experience of his jaws 
Each states the merits of the cause. 

He paused, and with a solemn tone, 
Thus made his sage opinion known : 

" On carcasses of every kind 
This maw hath elegantly dined ; 
Provoked by luxury or need, 
On beast, or fowl, or man, I feed : 
Such small distinction's in the savour, 
By turns I choose the fancied flavour : 
Yet I must own (that human beast) 
A glutton, is the rankest feast. 
Man, cease this boast; for human pride 
Hatb various tracts to range \ie«v^«i. 
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Yet in expensive lon^ contention, 
We g^in nor office, grant, or pension. 
Why then should kinsfolk quarrel thus t 
(For two of you make one of us.) 
To some wise statesman let us go. 
Where each his proper use may know : 
He may admit two such commanders. 
And make those wait who served in Flandei 
Let's quarter on a great man s tongue, 

A treasury lord, not Maister Y g. 

Ohsequious at his high command, 
Ay shall march forth to tax the land ; 
Impeachments No can best resist. 
And Ay support the Civil List : 
Ay, quick as Caesar wins the day, 
And No, like Fabius, by delay. 
Sometimes in mutual sly disguise. 
Let Ay's seem No's, and No's seem Ay's; 
Ay's be in courts denials meant. 
And No's in Bishops give consent.' 

Thus Ay proposed — and, for reply. 
No, for the first time, answer'd ** Ay !" 
They parted with a thousand kisses. 
And fight e'er since for pay, like Swisses. 
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